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50th International Eucharistic Congress
“Become What You Receive” was the message over the
altar at the closing ceremony to the International
Eucharistic Congress in Croke Park on Sunday 17th June,
2012. This was the challenge to the 75,000 faithful who
were lucky enough to be there and to the millions of others
who were watching at home in Ireland and around the
world. When we receive the Eucharist we are encouraged to
become the Body of Christ, to live out the theme of the
Congress Anthem: Though we are Many, we are One Body.

The events of the previous week in the RDS
brought people from all over the world and from every
corner of Ireland for talks, workshops and discussion
groups. Each day had its own theme with the celebration of
the Eucharist as the central focus. Lay people gave personal
testimonies, stories of faith and inspiration. There were
cultural events, too, with people from many nations,
expressing their faith through music, song and dance,
highlighting the universality and yet the individuality of
Christ’s message. The procession of the Blessed Eucharist
on the Wednesday was one of the highlights, a public
profession of faith with thousands taking part or lining the
streets as it passed.

All during the year leading up to the Congress there
were events organised throughout Ireland, preparing us for
this special occasion. The arrival of the Congress Bell in
each parish of our Cluster in June 2011, was the initial call
to prayer and conversion. A National Eucharistic Congress
was held in Knock on 25th June 2011 at which 26 large
candles were blessed, one for each of the diocesan
cathedrals in the country. From the one given to St Nathy’s

Cathedral, smaller candles were lit and presented to each
church in the diocese. The candle was kept lighting during
all Masses and ceremonies in the church as a reminder of
the forthcoming congress. The special Eucharistic congress
prayer was recited after Mass in many churches and people
were encouraged to say the prayer at home. Choirs
everywhere learned the new Eucharistic anthem and will
continue to use it in their repertoire. In many churches in
our cluster, there were Holy Hours, periods of Eucharistic
Adoration, Eucharistic Processions and other ceremonies,
all organised to promote deeper communion with Christ
and with one another.

On Saturday 16th June 2012, the Papal Legate to
the Congress, Cardinal Marc Ouellet, concelebrated Mass
at Knock Shrine with the Papal Nuncio, Archbishop
Charles Brown and many other bishops and priests.
Cardinal Ouellet imparted a special Apostolic Blessing
from the Holy Father to the people of Ireland for the
Congress.

The closing ceremony in Croke Park made a big
impression on those who were lucky to be there. Each
parish was allocated ten delegate tickets and a bus was
provided from the Fr Peyton Cluster to bring the delegates
to Croke Park. Before the Mass, the pilgrims were treated
to a feast of music and song, creating a sense of
anticipation for what was to come. The Papal Legate again
celebrated the Mass and gave the message from Pope
Benedict in which he prayed that the Congress would be a
spiritually fruitful experience of Communion with Christ
and with his Church. We too pray that the Congress will
increase awareness of the Real Presence of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament and the central part of the Eucharist in
the life of the church.

Corpus Christi Procession in Bonniconlon on 
Sunday 10th June, 2012.

Photo taken by Anne Prendergast, Attymachugh from 
the Hogan Stand at the concluding Ceremony to the 

Eucharistic Congress in Croke Park.
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Choose life to the full
Fr Tom Mulligan

Reflections on the Sacrament of Baptism

At every Baptism a great adventure begins. It is the
adventure of faith that is written right through the

pages of the bible. It is the adventure in which we have a
leader, we have company, we have a goal, we have food
and we have all that we need. Yes, Baptism is an exciting
new beginning and the promise of all that lies ahead.

Baptism is sometimes called the gateway to life
with God. Jesus came to give us life to the full – a real life
full of joy, peace and hope. At Baptism children are given
the potential for the very best life imaginable. They will
come to learn about God’s unconditional love for them.
Through eyes of faith they will come to behold life and
creation as a gift. Indeed all that is gift. They will join the
family of the church, a community of friendship waiting
to support and encourage them.

Nowadays the ceremony of Baptism begins at the
door of the church, where the parents are asked
“Will you tell this child of God our Father, Christ our Brother
and the Spirit of Love? Will you teach the child to pray?”

Parents respond, “We will.” It is the parents’
privilege to introduce their children to the Father, Son and
Spirit in simple ways, for example, teaching the Sign of the
Cross or short prayers. As a result they will gradually
become aware of the nearness of God and come to know
Jesus as a friend. And they will come to rely on His help
through the many challenges that life will throw at them.
They will be able to avail of God’s healing and forgiveness
in times of failure.

Still at the door of the church and following the
parents’ “We will” the priest makes the sign of the cross
on the baby’s forehead with his thumb and says, “I make
the sign of the Cross to show that this child belongs to
Christ.” The parents, godparents and grandparents do
likewise. The sign of the Cross on the forehead was
derived from the fact that slaves in the Roman Empire
used to be branded with the mark of their owner. So the
Christians, the first followers of Christ, took the idea and
made something blessed out of what had been a curse and
said “We’re happy to belong to Christ and His sign is the
Sign of the Cross.” All who make the sign on the baby’s
forehead are expressing their happiness to belong to
Christ and desire the same for the child.

Once parents choose Baptism, Life to the Full, for
their child they must also choose a suitable name and
suitable godparents. Catholics traditionally include a
saint’s name among other names they may choose for
Baptism. The saints provide us with models of Christian
living. By choosing a saint’s name, parents hope that their
children will try to live up to their patron saint’s example.
Godparents are best regarded as the child’s Faith Friends,
people who are living a life of faith themselves and whose
prayer and good example will have a positive influence on
the child’s life.

Yes, Baptism gives children the potential for the very
best life imaginable. It is the beginning of the journey of life.
It is God’s intention that we will come through this journey,
into the fullness of light in the presence of God in heaven.

Story of Fr Peyton Cluster
Fr Tom Mulligan

The story begins with the first diocesan assembly which
took place in Galway in February 2000. There the

bishop and priests of the diocese sought to formulate
plans to meet those needs. Four further assemblies took
place subsequently and proposals for change emerged and
were agreed upon.

In May 2000 a statement from the Bishop and
priests was published in parish newsletters announcing a
period of change and renewal in our diocese.

Today the Church worldwide is changing as it
strives to respond to many different needs and demands....
We need to embrace new challenges which are presenting
themselves to avail of new opportunities for spreading the
Gospel and building up the Kingdom of God. We must
ensure that the work of Christ continues in and through
the church in our diocese at a time of rapid and sometimes
bewildering change.

Formation of Clusters
It was agreed that the parishes would be grouped together
or clustered, to encourage co-operation and the sharing of
resources. The Fr peyton Cluster was formed by the
coming together of five parishes: Attymass, Bonniconlon,
Foxford, Killasser and Straide.

The cluster is made up of about 1850 households
with a total population of 5000 people, approximately.

Cluster seminars
Greater lay involvement in the church was one of the
major recommendations that emerged from the
Assemblies. Towards this end a series of five seminars was
held in the Pontoon Bridge Hotel in November and

December 2002 which were attended by up to 200
enthusiastic people from the five parishes. These meetings
led to the formation of a Cluster Steering Committee
made up of lay people and priests from each of the
parishes. Later still, Parish Pastoral Councils and Parish
Finance Councils were formed, opening the way for much
greater participation on the part of lay people in the life of
the church.

The work of the Steering Committee has been
particularly fruitful. Monthly meetings are held attended
by at least two delegates and a priest from each parish. 

The following is an incomplete list of the committee’s
activities:

• Training for formation of Pastoral Councils
• Training and commissioning of Readers and 

Eucharistic Ministers
• Formation of the Cluster Choir
• Music Workshops with Ronan McDonagh and 

Máire Ní Dhuibhir
• Introduction of Penance Services for Advent and

Lent
• Annual Ecumenical Service 

(each parish in rotation)
• Publication of the Annual Cluster Magazine
• Publication of Getting Married in the Catholic 

Church
• Support for the Diocese of Meki in Ethiopia
• Organisation of various seminars and workshops

with nationally recognised speakers e.g. Martin 
Kennedy and Donal Harrington

• Talks on Spirituality, Sacrament of Baptism, 
Lenten Reflections, etc. 

All meetings are held in the Fr Peyton Centre where Fr
Steve Gibson has been a valuable support.

The priests and people from the cluster who attended the end of year Mass in the Fr Peyton Centre in June this year. 
We are grateful to the chief celebrant and homilist, Fr Mulligan, and to the Attymass Parish Council who provided

welcome refreshments.
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Eucharistic Congress Prayer

Lord Jesus,
You were sent by the Father

to gather together those who are scattered.
You came among us,

doing good and bringing healing,
announcing the Word of salvation

and giving the Bread which lasts forever.
Be our companion on life’s pilgrim way.

May your Holy Spirit inflame our hearts,
enliven our hope and open our minds,

so that together with our sisters and brothers in faith
we may recognise you in the Scriptures

and in the breaking of bread.
May your Holy Spirit transform us into one body

and lead us to walk humbly on the earth,
in justice and love,

as witnesses of your resurrection.
In communion with Mary,

whom you gave to us as our Mother
at the foot of the cross,

through you
may all praise, honour and blessing be to the Father

in the Holy Spirit and in the Church,
now and forever.

Amen
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Prayer of Offering

Lord Jesus, 
I give you my hands to do your work 

and my feet to go your way.
I give you my eyes to see as you do 

and my tongue to speak your words. 
I give you my mind that you may think in me 

and my spirit that you may pray in me.
Above all, 

I give you my heart so that in me you may love 
your Father and all mankind.

I give you my whole self that you may grow in me, 
So that it is you, Lord Jesus, 

who lives and works and prays in me. 
Amen.



Four days later took us along the way from
Bethlehem to Galilee in the north of Israel -going along the
length of the country, passing through Samaria and the
Jordan Valley and the Dead Sea. En route to the coastal
town of Tiberias, where we were to spend the remainder
of the trip, we stopped in Jericho and went up Mount
Tabor, the site of the Transfiguration, where we celebrated
Mass in the magnificent Church on top of the famous
mountain. The bright orange sunset across the valley
below was only breathtaking.

Heading to Nazareth brought us through a very
congested street with so much traffic that we were under
pressure to arrive for our Mass- time in the Church of the
Annunciation. Happily we made it with minutes to spare!
We visited too the beautiful Mount of the Beatitudes,
Tabgha, the site of the Multiplication of the loaves and
fishes and Cana where married couples renewed their
wedding vows.  We travelled by boat on the Sea of Galilee
where the Irish and Israeli Flags fluttered in the warm
breeze and where, amidst laughter and taped music, there
were some vain attempts at dancing The Siege of Ennis,
sometimes to the strains of contemporary Israeli music.
Among the other light-hearted moments was a re-
enactment of The Good Samaritan and a tour -guided ride
on a camel!

The best part of each day was the celebration of
the Eucharist in the many holy sites, the reading of the
Scriptures, the singing, or spending time in one's own
quiet reflection.

Great thanks are due to Fr John Durkan PP,
Killasser,  who was Spiritual Director for the Group and
Margaret McGowan from Callow who acted as Group
Leader. Their help and good humour throughout is
remembered fondly by all who went. One of the best
things of any pilgrim trip, such as this one, is the
camaraderie of the group.

There is so much to tell about the experience in
the Holy Land that it is difficult to condense it into this
space.  Many of you reading this and who have been there
already will know that I have barely scratched the surface.  
Those who have been to the Holy Land before will agree

that the experience of walking in the footsteps of Jesus in
the many places we hear mentioned in the Gospels is truly
a worthwhile once-in-a-lifetime one and its memories will
stay with you always.  If you have been there already I
hope that this account has recaptured for you some of the
memories from your stay - however long ago. If you have
never been to the Holy Land, I hope that this little
reflection will give you some sense of the place and that
the opportunity to go there will come your way some day.

THE PATH OF THE MESSIAH
...a journey to the Holy Land of Israel

Fr Gerry Davey

The very idea of going to the Holy Land from this
cluster, believe it or not, came about in a conversation

(over a cappucino!) outside a coffee shop while basking in
the warm Italian sunshine in San Giovanni Rotondo in
September 2010. Some from the Foxford area who were
with me on that short four day trip to San Giovanni had
expressed a wish to go to the Holy Land, a place they had
never been before and dearly longed to see. They asked if
I wouldn’t mind organising it and so that was the
beginning of it!

We travelled with Celebration Travel, based in
Waterford, a travel agency who have a long-standing,
excellent reputation for organising pilgrimages to the
Holy Land.

After months of advertising, booking forms and
issuing brochures and tickets, we headed off on October
28th last from the Church car park in Foxford to Dublin
airport with 27 from the cluster and 21 others from
various parts of Ireland. We all met in Dublin Airport for
the nine day pilgrimage.

For the majority of those who went, it was their
first time to the Holy Land (I myself had been there once
before in October 1999). After arrival around 11pm in Tel
Aviv airport we made the one hour journey to Bethlehem
where we were to stay for the first five days. Even though
we were tired heading for Blanket Street there was a real
sense of expectancy as we looked forward to each day and
all it held in store.

Bethlehem needs no introduction, for as we know,
it is the little town in Palestine where Jesus was born. It
was a great privilege to visit the Grotto of the Nativity the
day after our arrival and wait in the long queue in the
large columned third century church.  The queue slowly
made its way towards the steps that go down  into the
grotto where pilgrims  go on bended knees and stoop
down to kiss the silver, eight-pointed star on the marble
floor that marks the spot where Jesus was born. About

3km away are the "Shepherds Fields", where we visited
the beautiful place where the angels announced to the
Shepherds the Birth of the Saviour.  What made all this
very special was to read the various parts of the Gospels
associated with each holy place and sing the Christmas
Carols even though it was still only the end of October!
(When Christmas did come people had the lovely memory
of this visit).

We visited Jerusalem too- the Holy City -starting
with the way of the Cross along the winding cobbled
market streets of the Via Dolorosa  which eventually
brings you along the way of the various 'stations' to the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Here we visited the Tomb
where Jesus was laid after his crucifixion.

On one of the evenings in Jerusalem we had the
wonderful experience of celebrating a Holy Hour/
Penitential Service in the Church of All Nations which is
situated in the heart of the Garden of Gethsemane. After
the Holy Hour we were taken into the garden by our tour
guide, Louis, and a Franciscan friar. We were each given a
lighted candle and taken into the centre of the garden
under the shade of the magnificent wide-trunked olive
trees, which have stood there since the time of Christ, for
a special experience of reading from the gospel  about the
arrest of Jesus in that same garden. For many people this
was a surreal moment and one of the memorable ones of
the pilgrimage. Visiting the Cenacle - the Upper Room -
where the Last Supper took place and celebrating the
Eucharist in this special place was another great honour
we had.

We had the privilege also of visiting the place on
the River Jordan where Jesus was baptised by John the
Baptist. Here some of us renewed our Baptismal Promises
by full immersion while others sprinkled water lavishly
over their heads by the water’s edge.

We visited, too, Ein Karim - a town in the hill
country of Judah - where Mary went to visit the house of
Elizabeth and Zechariah after the Annuciation. Here in
the courtyard of the Church are the inscribed words of
Mary's Magnificat in many languages -including Irish! We
also enjoyed a visit to the Mount of the Beatitudes as well
as a boat trip on the Sea of Galilee.

Fr Donal Dorr, a native of Foxford celebrated fifty years of
priesthood in 2011. Fr Donal is a member of St Patrick’s
Missionary Society (Kiltegan Fathers) and has worked in
Ireland and in many places in the world. He is the author
of many books covering such topics as spirituality, social
justice, leadership and many more. Foxford Parish Council
marked the Golden Jubilee of his ordination to the
priesthood on Tuesday, 9th August 2011. Mass was
celebrated at 10 am in St Michael’s church and afterwards
we gathered in the Mayfly Hotel where refreshments were
served, and a small presentation was made to Fr Donal by
Eithne Brogan, Chairperson of the Pastoral Council. Fr
Donal is a man of which Foxford is justly proud. He has
brought the Gospel message to many parts of the world and
in his writings, lectures and talks helps to make the message
of Christ relevant to our times. His many friends in Foxford
were delighted to meet up with him on that Tuesday
morning. We congratulate Fr Donal and wish him
continued good health and many blessings in his work

Kevin Payne celebrated his 90th birthday on 9th

September 2011. To those who frequent St Michael’s

church and know Kevin this is difficult to believe. He is

so sprightly and has the energy of a man half his age. To

mark the occasion Foxford Pastoral Council organised a

function after the 10 am Mass in St Michael’s. The

function took place in the Mayfly Hotel, where light

refreshments were served and a small presentation was

made to Kevin as a token of thanks for his wonderful

service in the parish over many years and to mark his

90th birthday. Kevin is always up to date with Liturgy

and brings a great sense of `gravitas` and prayerfulness to

every liturgical occasion. We wish Kevin continued good

health and many blessings. We truly appreciate his

wonderful contribution to our church community.

Anthem of Eucharistic Congress
Bernard Sexton

Though we are many
We are one Body,

We who come to share this living Bread,
Cup of salvation, shared among all nations,

Nourishing us now and ever more.

1. We gather in this place
round the table of the Lord.
Christ’s presence is revealed

in our communion and his Living Word.

2. Now our communion recalls
Christ’s death and resurrection.

This living sacrifice
is our salvation now and evermore.

3. And through this shared Eucharist
we are the living Church.

We witness to Christ’s love
His living body active in our world.

4. This bread unites the baptised
who are called to this great feast.
The feast, a sign of God's love,

a great communion with the saints above.

5. And when we leave here today
with hearts renewed in joy,

So nourished, we will embrace
the challenge now to live the Christian call.

6. As Patrick prophet of old
trod the path we tread today,

so we proclaim the Good News
and share the living message with joy
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altar servers for the past three years.  Bishop Kelly
launched the commemorative book, praising the superb
quality of the research, the stories, photos and entire
production. Hot teas and refreshments were dished up by
the hardworking ladies of the locality, with lots of
homemade cakes and other goodies, all generously
donated. Catering to such a large crowd when electricity
and water supplies are unreliable can cause problems but
Mary Mulligan saw to it that everything went smoothly.
That evening, the celebrations continued with a dinner in
the Mayfly Hotel and dancing to the music of Michael
Fox, who is an active member of the church community.
Bishop Kelly returned on Sunday and was greeted at the
gate by the drone of bagpipes and a welcoming party who
escorted him to the church.  He was the chief celebrant of
a Mass of Thanksgiving assisted by Fr Durkan and other
priests from the cluster and the diocese. Among them was
former parish priest, Fr Dan O’Mahony and Fr Pat
Holleran, who is a great, great, grand nephew of the
founder of the church, Fr Michael O’Brien.  Joe McNulty,
Chairman of the Pastoral Council and a driving force
behind the celebrations, welcomed everybody to the
church. Before Mass, a representative from each townland
in the Church area brought a candle to the altar. Each
candle was dedicated to a decade in the life of the church
and a resumé of the significant historical events in each
decade was read.  Once again, the choir added much to
the Mass with organist, director, soloists and musicians
doing themselves and their community proud.

July 3rd is the feast of St Thomas, to whom the
church is dedicated. In his homily, Bishop Kelly reminded
us that he is  often known as “doubting Thomas” because
of his failure to recognise the Risen Christ but that his
response, My Lord and my God, is one that all of us
should repeat time and again, especially at the
consecration of the Mass, as a supreme declaration of our
faith. 

Nobody present will
forget this weekend. It
brought people together
from home and abroad,
united once again in
communion with Christ and
each other at the little church
on the hill overlooking
Callow Lake. This was a true
community effort, with an
exemplary spirit of
volunteerism and
involvement by young and
old. The challenge will be to
keep the flame of faith
burning into the future. We
pray that some of the
younger people present at
these celebrations will
continue in the faith of their
fathers and offer thanks as
we did when the next big
jubilee comes around in
2062. 
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The Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Charles Brown, Bishop Brendan Kelly and Fr John Durkan, PP pictured with some 
of the organisers of the Bicentenary Celebrations and members of the pageant in Callow.

The Papal Nuncio is photographed with Fr John Durkan and Margaret McGowan and the
Altar Servers from Killasser Parish 

Fr John Durkan P.P. Killasser with the Papal Nuncio,
Archbishop Charles Brown, in Callow Church.

7

Callow Church celebrates 200 years
Maureen Murphy

The Church of St Thomas in Callow could tell many a
story from the 200 years of its life but none would

compare with the magnificent feast of celebration which
the church community laid on for the weekend of 29th
June – 1st July. A very ambitious programme of events
had been drawn up and it was brought to fruition with
some style. 

The church has been beautifully restored under
the stewardship of Fr Dan O’Mahony and the sacristan,
Jacinta Gallagher, ensures it is always kept immaculately.
In preparation for the jubilee, teams of volunteers did a
wonderful job of clearing, seeding and planting the lawns,
shrubberies and flower beds so that everything was
looking its best. A beautiful commemorative book,
Callow Church 1812-2012, was compiled, packed with
stories and photos relevant to the church and its
community. Most of the photos are the work of Louis
McNulty, a local man who has a treasure trove of
photographs from every event in the parish. The church
choir, augmented by voices from Killasser and Swinford
and the Fr Peyton Cluster, had many long practice
sessions, learning a whole new repertoire and ensuring
they were pitch perfect for the weekend. Their pièce de
resistance was a new Callow anthem with lyrics composed
by parish priest, Fr John Durkan. 

The weekend began on Friday 29th June with a
ceremony at a cillín in the townland of Cloonygowan
where, according to tradition, the bodies of infants and
some older children were buried. The blessing was
conducted by Fr Padraig Costello PP, Foxford. In the
ceremony, prayers were offered for all the dead of the

community who are buried here and in many other
cemeteries further afield.
A children’s choir, brought together especially for the

occasion, under the direction of Kathryn Noone, provided
a lovely accompaniment and continued to entertain the
crowd while refreshments were served in the grounds of
the Nolan homestead. Paul Nolan read ‘Sarah’s Story’, as
told to him by his mother, a very moving account of a
child’s death and burial in the cillín, a story  which is
sensitively recorded in the book. Anne Ridge provided an
outline history of the traditions and lore associated with
such cillíns, sparking many memories for older people
present.

The Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Charles Brown,
Bishop Brendan Kelly and Bishop Thomas Flynn were
guests of honour at the ceremonies on the following day.
Prayers were answered and the rain cleared in time for the
staging of an outdoor pageant, devised and produced by
Áine Ní Chiaráin with an entirely local cast, some
persuaded to come out of retirement for the rehearsals. Fr
John was the priest on the run, saying Mass on the
hillside, with lookouts posted, wary of priest hunters.  Just
at the final blessing, the cry went up, the Redcoats were
on the way and the priest was hurriedly disguised while
the congregation quickly transformed into party revellers,
musicians, singers and set dancers, enjoying themselves
beside the Mass rock. The suspicions of an astute local
woman however led to the capture of the priest-hunter
who was spared a drowning in Callow Lake and sent on
his way with a stern warning. 

The Papal Nuncio was very complimentary of the
entire event and was obviously delighted to be present. He
then presented medals to 40 altar servers from the parish
in recognition of their important role in the church.
Margaret McGowan from Callow has been tutor to the



its vitality from the community within
which it is rooted. The school
population and management reflect
largely the local community and its
inherent strengths and talents. Such
Boards of Management work in a
totally voluntary capacity without
payment of any kind.

The patronage of the school
should take cognisance of, and reflect,
the makeup of the local community. To
act otherwise would be
counterproductive. Traditionally, the
churches (both Catholic and Reformed)
have invested their resources in the area
of primary education. They have done
so, for the most part, because their faith
convictions and their sacraments are
primarily community based and
oriented.  Few other institutions would
have such a rich and heavily dependent
relationship with their communities as
the Churches have. 

The, sometimes, over
dependence of the Churches on primary
schooling to catechise its members was
highlighted at the Vatican Council. With
the restored Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults in 1972
the Council envisaged a clear shift of emphasis towards
adult catechesis. Its preferred model of catechesis was one
of initiation of minors into a strong adult faith community.
This approach is very new within the Irish Church and has,
largely, not been fully embraced to date. However, in either
approach, the role of the community is pivotal.

Having its own local school also enriches the
community. This is not just from the mere point of view of
the convenience of dropping ones children off in the
neighnourhood instead of having to travel miles to a
bigger town or centre of population. Apart from the
school serving as a means for catechising pupils and
preparing them for the community’s sacraments, it also
plays a much wider social role within the community.
Local schools provide a local area with a sense of identity
which few other institutions can do quite so effectively.
Parents, at ground level, feel a sense of ownership,
belonging and loyalty to their local school, attachments
which are not always given quite so readily to other
institutions. Usually, the smaller the school the greater this
sense of attachment is and the greater the role the school
plays in acting as a focus for its community.

Parental choice and input into the decision-
making process and into the running of schools is
paramount. This is spelled out time and time again in the
Articles of Management of schools. The media is rarely
silent in articulating this fact. Such parental input is to be
welcomed as it can only but make for stronger school
learning environments. However, it is crucially important
that the same valuable opinions and knowledge of parents
be equally taken into consideration when it comes to the
rationalisation of schools. It is ironic that what has been
stressed as paramount in the past (the views and rights of
parents) can so easily be dismissed or ignored when it
comes to decisions made in Dublin regarding the loss of

teaching and ancillary staff from a small
school, not to mention amalgamations
and closures at rural local level.  

Often financial considerations are
cited. However, the “savings”
associated with a school closure in a
rural community do not always add up
or make sound financial sense. This is
especially true when hidden but
associated costs such as transporting
pupils on a daily basis over long
distances to larger centres of population
are factored in.  

The blow to a rural community in
losing its Post Office or its Garda
Station (or both) is very significant.
However, the potential blow to a
community in losing its primary school
is one which can easily sound the final
death knell for that locality. The loss of
the Post Office and Garda station,
while inflicting major blows upon a
locality, do not have the same
community-destroying effect that
inevitably comes about with the closure
of a primary school. Unfortunately, the
EU’s Social Cohesion Fund was never

sought for, nor applied to, the task of supporting rural
lifestyle choices.

Successive Ministers for Education have rightly
welcomed diversity within the educational system.
Children from very varied ethnic and religious
backgrounds are entitled to have access to the same high
standards of education that all other children in the state
are afforded an opportunity to avail of. However, it can be
argued, on an equal footing, that parents who chose to
live and work in rural communities have a right to have
their diversity in lifestyle choice equally respected and
supported. This is particularly true when it comes to the
choice of parents to have their children brought up and
educated within their own local communities –
communities which support their valued background,
lifestyle and worldview.

So what is needed at this moment in time is not a
series of rash decisions in relation to school closures and
amalgamations in rural Ireland or an automatic transfer
of patronage from one institution to another. What is
most vital is a meaningful listening process conducted
with those who chose to live in rural Ireland. The listening
process should focus on the needs of these communities
and on the supports they identify as being necessary to
guarantee their very survival. The outcome of such a
process of listening and discerning is very open ended. I
would be taken aback if it didn’t have at least a few
surprises for all who have an interest in this issue and who
come to this often heated debate with very diverse
opinions, recommendations, suggestions and solutions.  

A CASE FOR SUPPORTING &
MAINTAINING RURAL SCHOOLS

Fr Martin Convey

Much recent discussion, comment and debate has
centred on schooling within Ireland, especially in

relation to primary schooling. A great deal of the
discourse has concerned itself with patronage of these
schools as well as with rationalisation, merger and closure
of small (usually rural) schools.

While the issue of patronage is separate and
distinct from that of rationalisation, the two are linked
more closely than initially might appear.

It is true that Irish society and culture has become
more diverse in recent years. Such diversity is reflected at
all levels in Irish life, including in its educational system.
This change in recent times has not only been welcomed
but has also been embraced and assisted by schools
throughout the country. In embracing change, school life
itself has been enriched and strengthened. 

Such changes within the educational system are by
no means new. Change has been very much to the
forefront of the historical development of schooling
within the state both prior and since its foundation.

Schools, as vibrant communities of learning,
cannot but reflect the diversity of the populations which
they serve to educate. The word “service” is a very
important one in the vocabulary of Irish education. It is
one which is the very opposite of the word “control”, the
latter being a word frequently bandied about in relation to
patronage. In recent times education has been served by
countless dedicated, committed and hard working
individuals - usually lay people. It is they who are the
unsung heroes of today’s educational system as it is they
who work so hard, above and beyond the call of duty, to
serve the needs of the pupils entrusted to their care. A
great deal of their work is done in a wholehearted and
totally voluntary capacity.

With the advent of Boards of Management, the
onerous task of managing and running schools has become
very dependent on the resources and talents of the local
community. Thus, the school gets its lifeline, its energy and

First Holy Communion took place on Sunday, May 13th in the Church of SS Peter & Paul, Straide. This was also the Feast
of Our Lady of Fatima. Congratulations to the children who received their First Holy Communion on the day - Aleks
Babiarczyk, Hannah Barrett, Grainne Daly, Cian McHale, Annie McHugh, Ava McNulty, Ronan McNulty, Darragh

Maloney and Ava Smyth. Special thanks also to their parents and teachers (Mrs. Finnerty and Mrs. Kelly) and all who
helped make the occasion so very special. Thanks also to the children who prepared so well for the occasion and for all the

artwork and visual presentations. 

Notice in Church Newsletter
Those who are on the rota for any ministry in this
church are kindly asked to remind themselves to

remember not to forget!

8 9

Saint Patrick Window (Harry Clarke Studios) 
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A beautiful book, commemorating
the Bicentenary of the Church of St
Thomas in Callow, gives the story

of the Church and its community in
picture and word. This book is a

“must” for anyone who has
Killasser connections. 



Church Sacristan
Evelyn Dempsey

One definition of a Church sacristan is that he/she
ensures continuity and stability in parish tradition

across a change of Parish Priests.
In 1988, Fr John Doherty, who was Parish Priest

of Bonniconlon Church at the time, approached me and
told me that Lena and John Treacy were retiring in their
capacities as sacristan and caretaker at Bonniconlon
Church, and asked me if I would be interested in the
position of church sacristan.  Lena and John, assisted by
their three daughters, looked after Bonniconlon Church
from 1956 to 1988. In 1956 Fr O’Grady, who was Parish
Priest in Bonniconlon, called to Lena Treacy and said to
her; “Here are the keys of the Church, please take care of
it”. He added: “Our Lady will help you open the door.”
Lena and John have now gone to their eternal reward.

From 1988, I have been the Church sacristan at
Bonniconlon Church. Our present Parish Priest sometimes
refers to me as a civil servant, because I tell him of the
traditions and practices unique to this parish. But I class
myself as a silent worker behind the scenes.

There are many varied duties to be performed in
my role as church sacristan. The most obvious ones are
the opening and closing of the church each morning and
evening and the preparation of all liturgical celebrations.
Before each Mass begins, I arrange the books needed for
the celebration and mark out the readings of the day for
each particular Mass. I also prepare the water and wine
and the chalice. I make sure there are clean Altar cloths

and that there are fresh hosts and authorised wine. I also
ensure there is a sufficient amount of clean purificators,
corporals, hand towels, incense and coals and that the
sanctuary lamp is lit. I change the altar cloths regularly
and ensure the holy water stoups are clean and
replenished frequently. I also set the central heating to
come on during the cold weather.

Larger duties in my role as sacristan are the
preparations of the Church for the special celebrations of
the liturgical year, such as Christmas, Easter and
Pentecost.  I also prepare the church for other essential
celebrations such as Baptisms, First Confession, First Holy
Communion, Weddings and Funerals.

The Parish Priests that I have worked with are Fr
John Doherty, Fr Thomas Towey, Fr Michael Cawley and
now our present Parish Priest Fr John Geelan. It has been
an honour and a pleasure to have worked with them in the
Lord’s House.

Fr Dermot Burns Retires as 
Parish Priest of Straide

Best wishes go to Fr Dermot Burns who recently retired
as Parish Priest of Straide. Fr Dermot was appointed

to Straide as its Parish Priest in August 1994. He served
the parish faithfully for 17 years before retiring due to ill
health. During the 17 years he was at the helm in Straide,
he proved to have been a much loved and respected priest.
He was tireless in working for and with the people. He
encouraged lay participation and involvement in the
running of the parish and was very successful in this
respect. Straide parish was one of the very first parishes in
the diocese to establish a Pastoral Council. Having done
so, it proved to be invaluable in assisting Fr Dermot with
administering the parish.

With the support and
assistance of the Parish Council a
great deal of work was done in the
parish over the course of the 17
years of Fr Dermot’s stewardship.
That work stands today as a very
proud legacy. Indicative of his love
of the parish and its people Fr
Dermot chose to spend his
retirement in the parish and now
resides there fulltime. 

On June 10th the parish
honoured Fr Dermot for his work
over the past 17 years. A
Concelebrated Mass of
Thanksgiving was held in the
Parish Church with his successor,
Fr Martin Convey, as Chief
Celebrant. The homilist on the

occasion was Fr Dermot’s lifelong friend and neighbour
from his native Ballaghaderreen – Fr Tommy Towey. A
capacity congregation participated in a most dignified and
elevating liturgy. Thanks to the musicians, choir, readers
and all who helped in any way to make the occasion so
very memorable.

Afterwards a retirement function was held in the
Welcome Inn, Castlebar. Here Fr Dermot was presented
with a painting of Straide Church commissioned from
local artist, Ann Hughes.  The gift was presented to him
by John Walsh on behalf of the parish community.
National School Principal, Mrs Maura Kelly, presented Fr
Dermot with an inscribed crystal bowl on behalf of the
Board of Management of the school.

His many friends and former parishioners wish
him the very best of luck and look forward to keeping in
touch with him into the future.

Fr Dermot Burns, former Parish Priest of Straide, after a Mass of Thanksgiving on June 10th to mark his 17 years as
Parish Priest. He is accompanied by fellow priests who concelebrated the Mass, as well as altar servers and Rev Andrea

Wills of Straide

Pictured is Fr Dermot Burns, former Parish Priest of Straide, accompanied by his
family at a function to mark his retirement after 17 years at the helm.

This year's First Communicants who attended a special mass, on Tuesday 12th June, in Bonniconlon church, for the
success of the International Eucharistic Congress.
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Faith
Patrick Overton

When you walk to the edge 

Of all the light you have

And take a step into the darkness of the unknown,

You must believe that one of two things will happen:

There will be something solid for you to stand upon

Or you will be taught how to fly.



The Attymachugh Prayer Group

The Attymachugh Prayer group has been in existence
for more than 30 years and is attracting new members

every year. It was hosted for the year 2011/2012 in the
home of Bridget Ruane and her family in Churchpark. Fr
Gerry Davey opened the first Prayer Meeting of the season
with Mass on the last Monday in September. A Prayer
Meeting was held on the last Monday of each month until
May. Up to twenty people gathered at each meeting. Fr
Gerard led us in the Rosary. Then the lessons of the Mass
for the following Sunday were read and time taken for
meditation. In a word or a phrase each person present
would say what it conveyed to them. Those who could
sing joined the choir in the hymns for the night. We then
enjoyed a cup of tea and goodies prepared by Bridget, her
family and friends. Everyone enjoyed the chat and social
get-together. On our final night of the year last May there
was a big surprise for everyone. Mary Neary contacted Sr
Carmel, the founder of the Attymachugh Prayer Group
and invited her to join us for the final meeting of the year.
Sr Carmel was delighted to accept and travelled from
Waterford to stay with Mary and Johnny Neary for the
night. We were all thrilled to meet her once more and talk
about the years gone by. The Mass was so meaningful as
Sr Carmel chose the hymns, mainly those we sang in the
early years. Unfortunately we couldn’t provide a guitar for
her as she used to accompany the choir.

It was such a lovely night with much reminiscing
on the early years of the Prayer Group. Long may it
continue.

Sincere thanks to Sister Carmel Coyle for
travelling from Waterford to be with us, to Fr Gerard
Davey for leading us in the prayers over the past three
years and to Bridget Ruane and her family for hosting the
Prayer Group this year.

Notre Dame Choir in Attymass

Fifty young people from Notre Dame University,
Indiana, USA held their audience spellbound on the

night of Wednesday 30 May 2012 at a concert of Sacred
Music in Attymass Parish Church. Afterwards people
spoke of being “blown away” by the power and beauty of
the singing and the musical accompaniment. It was
certainly a night to remember.

While the choir had made many visits to Ireland
previously this was their first visit to Attymass. Servant of
God Fr Patrick Peyton was a graduate of Notre Dame
University and is their most famous and worldwide-
known graduate. Talking to students after the concert it
was clear that they were fully aware of the bonds that
united their illustrious University with our parish. 
About the Choir 

Notre Dame University, which was founded by
the Holy Cross Congregation in 1842, is one of the
leading Catholic universities in USA. It has carefully
maintained its Catholic ethos over the years of which the
Folk Choir is just one expression. The Catholic character
of the group was evident on the night of the concert when
they gathered beforehand in the churchyard for prayer
with their director Mr. Steve Warner and when Bishop
Brendan Kelly was requested to lead all present in prayer
at the start of the recital. The choir itself started in the late
1970s and has prospered ever since. There are now more
than four dozen men’s and women’s voices, flute, organ,
violins, guitar, string bass, Celtic harp, cello, and bodhrán
in the choir. And what a glorious sound they made in full

flight! Such beautiful heavenly harmonies, with wild
blasts of Irish and Hispanic traditional music!

Primarily the choir is an undergraduate
organisation, which serves the University as one of its
principal liturgical choirs. However, an increasing number
of graduate students, lecturers, and professional staff from
the University have joined in recent years.

Teach Bhríde
The Folk Choir in Notre Dame is the responsibility of
Campus Ministry or what we call in Ireland the
Chaplaincy Service.

Another interesting project of Campus Ministry is
Teach Bhríde or House of Brigid, Inc. which is located in
Co. Wexford. Here, recent college graduates are invited to
live as a lay community for one year, dedicating
themselves to the service of the Irish Catholic Church and
to spiritual and personal formation. The community is
based in the Diocese of Ferns at Clonard Church of the
Annunciation. They provide a music ministry for local
parishes, they assist with preparation of children for the
sacraments and diocesan education outreach. Their
personal formation is built on foundations of communal
living, prayer, and experience of the Irish way of life. Their
mission stems from a spirit of gratitude to the missionaries
of Ireland who brought the Catholic faith to America, an
effort to strengthen in today’s Irish Catholics the faith that
sustained their ancestors, and a desire to give young
Americans the opportunity to immerse themselves in Irish
culture and Celtic spirituality.

Some of the group on the annual famine walk in Attymass stand for prayer and reflection.
Alice Coleman, Lily Ruddy, Anne Prendergast, Sr Carmel Coyle, Bridget Ruane, Fr Gerry Davey, Imelda Stupar 

at the Prayer Meeting in Attymachugh.

Michael Joe Ruddy, Michael and Breege Hopkins, Imelda
Stupar, Patricia Ruddy, Mick Hannon, Mary Neary, Alice

Coleman, Sr Carmel Coyle at the prayer meeting.
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STRAIDE PARISH GOOD FRIDAY 
PASSION REENACTMENT

Fr Martin Convey

For the past number of years (almost a decade)
parishioners from the parish of Straide have re-enacted

the gospel account of the Passion of Christ on Good
Friday. Each year the re-enactment attracts more and
more participants, with now over fifty women and men
involved in what has become a much anticipated event in
the Holy Week liturgies within the parish.   

Much work, dedication and commitment goes
into performing the re-enactment which tries to be as
faithful as possible to the original gospel text. This year
the gospel text was that of St John. All involved are to be
complimented and thanked for their great work.

The re-enactment is made much more difficult by
the fact that it is done largely within the confines of the
sanctuary and the space in front of the pews. Because the
re-enactment is done as part of the Good Friday Liturgy it
adds considerably to the pressure on all those involved. In
essence, it means that the re-enactment is not a mere play
performed by actors and actresses but is, rather, an
integral part of the liturgy of the most solemn day in the

Church’s calendar which is entered into by all the
congregation. Unlike Passion Plays that are performed
outdoors, along the streets of many towns and villages,
the re-enactment on Good Friday has become very much
part of the set liturgy of the day.   

The re-enactment makes very real, and brings
home for the congregation, the sheer brutality and
rawness of the original event. The words and actions of
the participants reflect the complexity of the themes and
sub themes of St John’s Gospel text to a very high degree
of accuracy. Without doubt, the text is given life by each
of the participants – collectively and individually.

Although it takes up no more than 15 minutes of
the Good Friday ceremony, the re-enactment, like the
liturgy of the Word which it proclaims in a novel way, is
central to that ceremony.  

Liturgy expresses the life of the Church.
According to Vatican II, it is the summit towards which all
of the activities of the Church are directed. As such,
liturgy should be dynamic, alive and all encompassing.
The re-enactment of the Good Friday gospel account of
The Passion certainly goes a long way in meeting those
criteria. We already look forward to the Holy Week
liturgies of next year. 

Those who took part in the Passion Liturgy in Straide Church on Good Friday, 2012.

New Ministers of the Eucharist from the Fr Peyton Cluster who attended a preparatory course in ministry 
and were commissioned in Attymass by Bishop Kelly

Laura McNulty, Doonmaynor, Killasser who won a Gold
medal with her team at the All Ireland (over-11, level A)
Gymnastics Final in Clones, Co Monaghan last February.
Laura is a pupil of the Nadia Gym in Ballina and was one
of four girls from the West of Ireland to be selected on the

team. Laura is also a regular altar server in Killasser
Church. 

New History of Killasser

One of the highlights of the year in Killasser was the
publication of a new history of the parish by a

native son, Bernard O’Hara. By any standards this is a
superb work which deals comprehensively with every
aspect of the history and heritage of the parish. The book
extends to over 400 pages with chapters on history,
archaeology, education, farming, emigration and
migration, church matters, social affairs, customs and
folklore, cultural traditions and sport. It is enhanced with
many interesting photographs, most of which were
previously unpublished and is the culmination of
meticulous research, recording and scholarship.

Bernard’s first book on Killasser, produced in
1981, set a standard for other parish histories; this new
book  will become the benchmark for the local historian
of the future.  Not only is it a record of all the happenings
in the parish but it places those happenings in the context
of the broader
national history of
the time. For anyone
who has any link
with the parish this is
a fascinating book,
one which will be
used repeatedly
either as a reference
or to simply jog the
memory.  Killasser:
Heritage of a Mayo
Parish was launched
by Fr John Durkan
before a capacity
crowd in Killasser
Community Centre
on 16th Oct., 2011.
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A Link between the Congresses

When Mrs Maggie Quinn from Rooskey, Foxford
heard about the 50th International Eucharistic

Congress she resolved to be there. In 1932, Maggie
attended the Congress in the Phoenix Park, an experience
that was to make a life-long impression on her. Now in
her 99th year, family and friends thought the journey too
much for her. But determination won out and when her
nephew, Seamus O’Donnell from Attymass, offered to
drive, there was no holding her! Even though they had no
tickets and the weather forecast was unfavourable, they
set out full of faith and optimism. Traffic restrictions in
Dublin meant that the pilgrim group had a long walk
before reaching Croke Park, but they made it. At the gate
the only tickets available were on the top tier of the
Hogan Stand. Having come so far, a few more steps would
not deter her and up she ran like a footballer taking to the
field on All-Ireland day. However, when the stewards
became aware that Mrs Quinn was one of those who had
attended the Congress in 1932, she was immediately
escorted to the lift and treated as a VIP in the special area
reserved for the fewer than 200 such dignitaries. From
there she had a bird’s eye view of the proceedings and an
experience that will be the stuff of legends for generations
to come.

Volunteering at the Congress

Margaret McGowan from Callow was one of
3000 volunteers who gave their time to serve

as stewards at the Eucharistic Congress. Some time
before the congress she did an induction course in
the RDS. Then on the evening before the closing
ceremony there was a familiarisation tour of Croke
Park for all stewards. On the day itself, when Croke
Park was packed with pilgrims, Margaret was based
at the canal end of the Hogan Stand where she
helped people to their seats and to Holy
Communion.

One of the highlights for her was the
opportunity to venerate the crucifix of St Bernadette
which was on view in St Damian’s Poor Clare
Monastery on Simmonscourt Road during the
Eucharistic Congress.  Margaret writes: 
This crucifix was given to St Bernadette by Pope
Pius IX on the occasion of her final profession. It
was her most prized possession. She held it as she
was dying and her final words were, “Oh Mary
Mother of God, pray for me a sinner”. It exudes a
perfume (it really does), and even a large room will
fill with the scent. She is the patroness of the sick,
and the very important lesson that she teaches us is
not to waste our suffering, but to offer it to God.

Fr Padraic Costello, Marie Quinn, Anne Prendergast, Alice Hennigan, John Quinn,  Martin Ruane, Seamus O’Donnell
enjoying a cup of tea with Maggie Quinn en route to Croke Park for the Eucharistic Congress

Special thanks
The editor wishes to say a special thanks to everyone who wrote articles, provided photographs or offered suggestions

for this edition of the Cluster Newsletter. Clustering means co-operating and sharing resources and this has been a
great example of church communities working together.
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