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Many thanks to all the groups, clubs, organisations, businesses and individuals 
who have contributed to this Publication.  To any person or group that may have 
been omitted or mis-represented, no offence is intended or should be implied.
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We are very excited about our Pride 
of Place journey. We are a vibrant 
community in the heart of Mayo. 
Straide is a picturesque village with a 
stong historic legacy, located between 
Foxford and Castlebar in the diocese 
of Achonry. We are proud of our 
community spirit and are delighted to 
be nominated for Pride of Place by 
Mayo Co. Co. Ní neart go cur le chéile.

BUSINESS

COMMUNITY

SPORT

PROJECTS
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BUSINESS

COPPER BEECH

The Copper Beech is one of two pubs in Straide. Located beside the Davitt Museum
and the Church, it is bang in the middle of the community. Originally opened in the late 
1800’s by the Canning family, followed by Ollie and Rose Flannery in the 1970’s,who 
renamed it The Copper Beech, to represent the Copper Beech trees that surround the 
scenic village. Brian Gaughan took over in 2000. 

The pub’s current owner is Brendan Maloney. A Tuam native, Brendan had a 
background in bars and restaurants in his home town, before purchasing the Copper 
Beech in 2005. In those 14 years, over 90 staff has passed through the pub, mainly 
local school leavers and college students, providing vital employment. Also in that 
time, the business has sponsored numerous community led initiatives and sports 
teams, included Bohola Moy Davitts GAA and Straide and Foxford United.  

According to the Galway man, the community welcomed him with open arms.

“I would have left the pub scene in Galway in 2001 but I wanted to get back into it. 
When I visited Straide to view the pub, I fell in love with the area. The community was 
nothing but friendly to me. They have given me great support over the years and I 
greatly appreciate it.”

Brendan Maloney has also gotten involved in the community over the last number of
years, sitting on a number of committees including the Davitt Museum and the Rural
Social Scheme and has been an ongoing and significant support to Straide
Community Development Group.
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BUSINESS

DAVITT LOUNGE

First opened in 1962 by James and Mary Doherty, the Davitt Lounge and Doherty’s 
Undertakers are one of the best known and recognised businesses in Straide. The 
pub was taken over by James’ son Padraic in 1987, who together with his wife Eileen, 
have run the business since.

The Davitt Lounge is the definition of a family business, with the fourth generation of 
the Doherty family still working there along with Padraic to this day.

“All of the family worked here at some stage. We would have gotten in locals to work 
also throughout our time here, but the family did a lot of the work”, he says.

Similarly, the undertaker side of the business is run by the family, with Padriac and his 
son Patrick running this together. Doherty’s Undertakers has been in existence since 
1947 and has grown throughout the years.

The past 30 years has seen great change for rural Ireland, and subsequently the pub 
trade. While the Straide native reminisces on the good times in the community, he 
recognizes that he and other publicans are under more pressure in rural Ireland.

“When I first started here in 1987, you would have a crowd no matter what day of the 
week it was. You could have more people on a Monday than you would on a Saturday. 
That has changed now. The pub trade is a tough trade”, he explained.

“I do have some fond memories though. Mostly of the craic and the community.”
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BUSINESS

GAMA GROUP

GAMA Group, headquartered in the historic, tranquil and picturesque Village of 
Straide was established in 2005 and originally known as Tony Dempsey Construction. 
It’s Directors consist of husband and wife partnership, Tony and Elaine Dempsey. The 
business is primarily involved in the building and civil engineering sectors nationwide 
and have carried out various projects in size, nature and complexity in its 14 years of 
operations.

Projects include site development works, turn-key residential house construction, 
residential and commercial renovations, public works contracts, turn-key commercial 
developments, civil engineering, electrical, mechanical and also structural engineering 
works.

GAMA Group employs 5 full-time and 2 part-time staff, all of whom are living locally.

We pride ourselves on our ability to deliver projects of a straight forward or complex 
nature on time and within budget to an exceptionally high standard of quality and 
workmanship.  With support from our past, present and future clients, we look forward 
to providing a professional service for the next 14 years and beyond.



7

BUSINESS

OLANDI

Olandi Engineering Ltd. is a high quality engineering firm specializing in machining 
fabrication of stainless steel and aluminium. Situated in the west of Ireland in 
Straide, Co. Mayo, Olandi produces specialist equipment, workstations, installations 
and machines to a wide range of both local and international businesses. Olandi 
Engineering Ltd. was established in Kiltimagh, Co. Mayo in 2002.  The company 
initially focused on precision tool making before opening a stainless steel fabrication 
section to meet industry demand in 2005. In 2008 Olandi moved its new premises 
in Straide Co. Mayo where it currently employs 12 people.   Highly regarded within 
the industry, Olandi specializes in precision machining, stainless steel fabrication, 
equipment building, component sourcing and contract maintenance for both the food 
and beverage and medical device industries.  Since opening our doors, we’ve been 
committed to providing service of the highest quality, paying particular attention to 
working efficiently while keeping the lines of communication with our clients clear 
and concise.Our mission at Olandi Engineering Ltd is simple: to provide high-quality 
services in a timely manner. Our team caters to each project.

Pharmaceutical - Bespoke Metalwork - Machine Building - Artistic Metal Structures
Fabrication and Servicing - Design and CAD - Access and Protection

RECENT CLIENTS OF OLANDI ENGINEERING LTD. INCLUDE:
Allergan Pharmaceuticals - Baxter Healthcare, Castlebar  - Ballina Beverages – Coca-
Cola - Merit Medical, Galway - Protek Medical - Charles River Laboratories - Irish 
Water - HSE - Mercury Engineering - Intel Ireland - Shell - Walsh Mechanical - Mayo 
Co. Council - Idoman Teoranta - Instrotec Ltd. - ESB Networks

AREAS SUPPLIED BY OLANDI ENGINEERING INCLUDE:
Medical - Food and Beverage - Civil - Architectural and Structural Sector

CONTACT OLANDI ENGINEERING:
Web: http://www.olandiengineering.ie, 
Email: info@olandiengineering.ie
Tel.: (094) 9031111 / Mobile: (087) 653 8427.
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BUSINESS

LAWLESS CIVIL ENGINEERING

L.C.E – Lawless Civil Engineering is a local Company, owned and run by the Lawless 
Family, Straide. We specialise in Civil Engineering, working on many large scale 
projects with clients both in Ireland and the UK. Our offices are based here in Co. 
Mayo and in Birmingham, UK.  

We pride ourselves on the assurance that we can provide our Clients with high quality 
work, within budget, in a safe and efficient manner, covering all aspects of the utilities 
infrastructure.

We have carried out works on behalf of many Local Authorities and Contractors and 
maintain good working relationships with all our Clients.

SMC Group
Clarke group
Sierra Communications                             
GMC Group                                        
KN Networks Group                                   
I.P. One Resource Ltd
Enet Broadband Solutions Ltd                 
Laing O’Rourke Ireland Ltd
Mayo Co. Council                                       
Galway Co. Council
Sligo Co. Council                                        
Dublin City Council
ESB Networks                                              
ESB Telecoms

L.C.E was established in 1999, with eight employees. Today, we employ 20 highly 
trained, skilled staff, many of whom are locally based in the Straide area. We are 
committed to Straide and its Community and are happy to support and sponsor local 
events and projects wherever possible.
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BUSINESS

MULLAFARRY QUARRY

The Smyth family have been part of the fabric of the Straide Community for many 
generations and today, our family business, Mullafarry Quarry Ltd is a second-
generation company situated in Killala, Co. Mayo. Mullafarry Quarry was established 
in the mid-1960’s and initially traded as Smyth & McAndrew Ltd. The Company 
was involved in the quarrying industry, supplying aggregates to the Public & Private 
sector in the North, Northwest Mayo & South Sligo areas. In the late seventies, we 
commenced the manufacture of ready-mix concrete and concrete blocks. In 1988 
the then Managing Director, Michael Smyth & his wife May bought out their business 
partner Desmond McAndrew and commenced trading as Mullafarry Quarry Ltd. The 
Company extended its range of products to include the manufacture of tarmacadam 
and asphalt products. 

Following the death of Michael Smyth (R.I.P.) in 2000, his family took over the 
management of the Company and with the recent restructuring have further expanded 
the business to include Plant Hire and Public Works Contractor. Mullafarry Quarry 
Ltd are members of various trade organisations, including Irish Concrete Federation, 
Irish Asphalt Producers Association, Construction Industry Federation and the Irish 
Road Haulage Association. We pride ourselves on the manufacture and sale of quality 
products and are an Approved Quality Supplier of ready-mix concrete, aggregates, 
road chippings, tarmacadam & asphalt concrete. We were the first privatised company 
to ascertain the NSAI ISEN206 Certification for concrete production. 

We currently employ fifty people locally and continue to serve the Private and Public 
sector in both North Mayo and South County Sligo. As a local family business, we 
are committed to supporting our local business community and lend our support 
and sponsorship to many of the local voluntary Clubs and 
Organisations active in our Community, including our Sports 
Clubs, Schools, Church Restoration Project, Community Hall 
Refurbishment Project, Local Hospice and many others.
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BUSINESS

SEASON MASTER

Season Master Double Glazing Ltd, are proud to be a privately-owned company, 
operating for almost 40 years from our head office & manufacturing facility in Straide, 
Foxford, Co. Mayo. We specialise in the design, manufacture and installation of 
glazing systems throughout Ireland and the UK. We have a workforce of 28 employees 
in our production facility with a further 40 sub-contractors on our various sites.  Our 
team of highly skilled and experienced employees have been carefully selected and 
built up over the past 39 years. We are equipped with the latest and most up to date 
fabrication machinery to produce a top quality product to the Client, within budget 
and to the highest quality standard. We cater for both Domestic and Commercial 
Clients and have built up a strong client base over the years.  During this time, we have 
established strong & lasting partnerships with the country’s top Planners, Architects, 
Investors & Developers.  We have played a vital role in the design, development, 
manufacture & installation of glazing & facade systems for various high profile 
landmark buildings throughout Ireland & the United Kingdom to all sectors such as, 
Education, Commercial, Public/Civil, Retail, Pharmaceutical, Leisure, Industrial, Hotel 
& Healthcare. And we are proud to work alongside some of the biggest contractors 
& public bodies–  JJ Rhatigan Building Contractors, BAM Contractors Ltd, Ballymore 
Group, Health Service Executive, Mayo County Council to name a few.

We are committed to supporting our Community where possible and have a history 
of sponsoring our local Straide & Foxford Football club. We are currently the main 
sponsor for the U14 girl’s team. We are also committed to providing sponsorship to 
the Michael Davitt Museum and St. Peter & Pauls Church, Straide and many other local 
charity fundraisers. Many of our local employees are involved across organisations 
in our Community including Straide Parish Council, Straide & Foxford Football Club, 
Straide Rural Development Committee and Straide National School.

Contact:  Web: www.seasonmaster.ie
  Email: sales@seasonmaster.ie
  Tel: 094 9031153
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BUSINESS

WILLS BROS LTD.

Wills Brothers was formed in 1972 as a plant hire and civil engineering business based 
in Ballylahan Bridge, Foxford, County Mayo as a joint partnership between James 
and Charles Wills. In 1980 Wills Brothers Plant Hire Limited was incorporated and 
in 1994 took over the trading activities of Wills Brothers. In 1999 Wills Bros Limited 
was incorporated and took over the activities of Wills Brothers Plant Hire Limited.
The Company has undertaken a vast number of civil engineering projects throughout 
Ireland and the UK utilising its extensive fleet of owned plant and equipment with all 
projects being supervised by its team of long serving staff and is now at the forefront 
of infrastructural development.

The range of projects which Wills Bros have successfully undertaken are detailed below:

Major and minor road schemes - Infrastructure development - Major drainage 
schemes - Bridge construction - Site remediation works - Land reclamation - Bulk 
earthworks - Mineral extraction and processing

As a family run company, Wills Bros take pride in the standards we achieve in our 
projects, which culminate in numerous repeat contracts with our clients. Our head 
office is based in Ballylahan Bridge, Foxford, County Mayo and is located only a few 
short kilometres from Straide village with many employees living and interacting in 
the local community. Our client base is very extensive ranging from nearly all-local 
authorities within Ireland, airport authorities, the National Roads Authority, Irish Water, 
amongst other major private developers and associated construction industries. We 
are an equal opportunity employer with a staffing policy which actively encourages 
internal promotion and we offer all staff every opportunity to further develop their 
careers through training programmes.  
Currently we employ over 200 people in Ireland.

Contact:  Web: www.willsbros.com  
  Email: info@willsbros.com
  Tel.: (094) 9256221
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BUSINESS

BARLEYHILL MONTESSORI

Barleyhill Montessori preschool was opened in 2009 by Deirdre Moran. The purpose of 
this service is to provide quality early education to young children in their communities 
of Bohola, Straide, and Ballyvary.

Barleyhill Montessori is a privately owned early years’ service run by Deirdre Moran. 
We are open from 8:50 AM – 11:50 AM 38 weeks per year. We cater for 22 children at 
any time, aged between 2 ½ and 5 years old. We provide ECCE scheme. This scheme 
covers up to two years of early childhood education.

We are committed to providing an early care and education service of the highest 
standard. It is the policy of our service to offer equal access to children and their 
parents/guardians inclusive of special needs, cultural, financial status, and religious 
orientation under the terms of the EEC scheme.

Barleyhill Montessori supports each child reach their full learning potential in a safe, 
secure and stimulating environment. Our aim is to prepare the child for the challenges 
of primary school and the outside world through a quality curriculum. Our core values 
are responsibility, security, happiness, equality, nurture and respect.

We run a sessional service in accordance with the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years 
Services) Regulations 2016.
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TRACEY SWEENEY

Tracy Sweeney is a visual artist, based in Straide, Co. Mayo. Her dynamic paintings 
have won major awards including the prestigious Pollock Krasner Award in New York. 
Sweeney’s numerous international exhibitions have been met with much acclaim, 
particularly the 2011 Paris Biennale 109 and her group exhibition ‘Grafik Triennalen’ 
with Grafiska Sallskapet Galleri, opened by King Carl Gustaf of Sweden in Stockholm 
2010.  

Sweeney undertakes commissions from her studios in Straide, where she is currently 
developing commissioned works for exhibition in the Museum of the Great Hunger, 
Quinnipiac University, Connecticut, USA in 2019. Working rurally allows Sweeney the 
space to take on large pieces, and facilitate studio visits from artists & collectors, 
along with travelling from Mayo to various exhibitions worldwide. Sweeney’s style 
is one of abstraction, highly textured pieces, reminiscent of aged surfaces, rusted 
metals, both urban & industrial. 
 
Tracy Sweeney’s paintings are held in major collections, galleries & museums 
throughout Ireland & Europe & the US. She is represented by galleries in Dublin & 
Stockholm.

Web: www.tracysweeney.com 
Tel:  +353 87 1275180
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COMMUNITY

EAST MAYO ANGLERS

East Mayo Anglers are in the privileged position to be able to offer a disabled facility 
set in the community of Straide, a facility available to anglers from far and wide. 
The opening of the East Mayo Anglers Association disabled Anglers Facility on the 
River Moy, took place on Friday 29th March. The initial concept for this facility was 
spawned as far back as 2007. The Committee of the time showed great foresight and 
vision in proposing such a facility.

In 2011 when the present site at Crillaun, Straide was selected, the plans were drawn 
and submitted to Mayo County Council. Conservation planning and sustainability 
efforts have catered for habitats for a number of species such as salmon, otter, and 
lamprey. Through planning and collaborative work and funding from Mayo Co. Co. 
and Inland Fisheries, the machines moved in and the work finally started on 27th 
August 2018.

The original plans were updated and it was decided to drill piles and anchor the 
concrete base to steel girders sunk deep into the river bank. The construction 
continued without any problems and it was completed on time and within the budget, 
in January 2019. East Mayo Angler’s Association are very proud of the result, we have 
a €200,000 Disabled Angler’s Facility with a 76-meter fishing platform, a changing 
room and car-park which caters for wheelchair users, on one of the best pools of the 
famous River Moy.

We have received very positive feedback from the Irish Wheelchair Association, 
Mayo County Council and anyone who has visited the facility. We were contacted by 
the British Disabled Anglers Association who are delighted we have made the River 
Moy accessible to disabled anglers and they were invited to visit Mayo and use our 
facilities. When people come together, great things happen!
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FOLKLORE GROUP

Straide Folklore group was set up in January 2019. Here in Straide, we value all 
members of society and older residents are a particular source of wisdom and 
knowledge. The purpose of the group is multi-faceted. Currently, members are 
participating in a project in which their knowledge of local folklore is being recorded. 
The end product will eventually form part of the collection in the Folklore Department 
at a leading Irish third level institution. It will serve forevermore as a vehicle to illustrate 
what life was like in Straide in the middle of the 20th Century. It will prove to be a 
valuable resource for academics, students, locals and indeed the general public.

Regular recordings and meetings also provide a social outlet for members and 
during the autumn a series of folklore lectures will take place in the village. Local 
schoolchildren will also be involved in this project and will interview older relatives 
on the folklore theme. It is essential that local folklore is recorded and preserved 
as expeditiously as possible as any delay may result in this form of storytelling and 
information being lost. Recordings are expected to be complete by the end of the 
summer and a book/magazine on the subject will be published at the end of the year.

COMMUNITY
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FORÓIGE

Foróige is a leading national voluntary youth organisation engaged in youth 
development and education. Foróige Clubs consist of young people aged between 
12 to 18 years under the guidance and support of adult volunteers. Foxford Foróige 
was established many years ago. Some of our members parent’s were once youth 
members themselves. The club continues to grow from strength to strength. It 
currently boasts over 100 members, many of whom hail from our village in Straide. 
The adult volunteer leaders are also well represented, with a large proportion of them 
also residing in  Straide.

Due to the large volume of participants, it is necessary to have two clubs, junior and 
senior running and working closely together. Each club has a youth committee, the 
members were elected by their peers and attended a training day enabling them 
to undertake their new roles. The committees meet regularly and with the help and 
guidance from their leaders have ran and organised their own events. This enables 
the young people to involve themselves consciously and actively in their own 
development and in the development of society. Foróige gives young people the 
opportunity to build up their individual and team skills through their interaction with 
members, leaders, and their community.

Community is at the heart of Foxford Foróige and we are looking forward to entering 
the Aldi Foróige Youth Citizenship Awards in the new term.  The Award is designed 
to give national recognition to the huge contribution that young people make in their 
communities and gives them a chance to showcase the work they have undertaken. 
2018/19 was an outstanding year with Foxford Foróige with many of the events 
making a positive difference to our community. 

The St. Vincent De Paul Food Appeal and the Christmas shoe box appeal have become 
annual charity events that our young people are enthusiastic to make contributions to. 
A new experience this year, was the involvement in the “clean it up Foxford campaign” 
our members were out in force picking up litter in various locations. The sheer volume 
of rubbish collected sparked an interest in caring for our environment, the overuse of 

COMMUNITY
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plastic in our society and the need for change. It was no surprise that when an Easter 
Parade was organised in the town that our members entered with environmental issues 
as their chosen theme. Weeks of planning and preparation followed, with the members 
making banners and paraphernalia. Their hard work paid off, they raised awareness and 
won first prize in the parade.

In November our club hosted a “Spot the Intro Music Quiz” which was voluntarily 
hosted by our local Straide DJ. Neighbouring club Knockmore were invited and it was 
a popular, fun filled event whilst being a successful fundraiser for a local charity very 
close to Straide hearts. 

“The Big Hello!” was the first National Community Weekend held on the May Bank 
Holiday Weekend. It’s purpose being to support communities to host events in their 
local area in order to strengthen community ties and help tackle the problem of social 
isolation. Our members decided a street party would be a great event to host and we 
availed of the relevant funding available. Invitations went out to all local Clubs, Groups, 
Organisations, Businesses and the wider Public to join us for a very special cross-
generational event in our local Community. Luckily the weather was on our side. The 
Street was decorated with bunting, tables and chairs were laid out on the road, which 
was closed to traffic. Tea, coffee and cakes were served free of charge for all while our 
club members entertained the children with bubbles and street art. 

Meeting new friends and socialising with other clubs is an important aspect of Foróige. 
We have travelled to many discos, our third year members enjoyed a Junior Cert Ball 
and our Transition Year members attended a Member’s Banquet. We joined Knock 
Foróige and their community for a moonlight walk, raising money and awareness for 
mental health. 

The highlight of the year for many of our members is Hype Youthfest in Longford and 
Band on the Strand in Lacken, Mayo. These give teenagers a festival like experience 
with live bands and DJ sets, in a safe, alcohol and drug free environment where they can 
mix with their peers from all around Ireland. 

The Foróige Leadership for Life programme is made up of three modules, these aim to 
develop and expand leadership skills and empower young people to make a positive 
difference to their community. The modules are completed through practical projects, 
group work and individual reflection in a fun and encouraging environment. The course 
is accredited by NUIG Galway and a certificate is awarded on completion. We are proud 
that some of our senior members, including members from Straide have commenced 
this worthwhile training. 

Straide native, Andy Neary is the Regional Youth Officer with Foróige and he has been a 
great support to us. He will facilitate the training of a new team of leaders in September 
when a new group of first years join our ever growing club.

COMMUNITY
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HISTORICAL & CULTURAL SOCIETY

CULTURAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Nestled in the geographic centre of Co. Mayo is the historic village of Straide (An 
Stráid). Although the smallest parish in the smallest diocese (Achonry) of the country, 
the parish of Straide (more formally known as Templemore) is, undoubtedly, one of 
the most historic. Straide Historical and Cultural Society was set up in recent years 
to document and promote local history and culture. Much is known about Michael 
Davitt and the Land League. However, this is only one aspect of the community’s 
noteworthy, and very significant, historical past. Others are mentioned below. 2016 
marked a number of significant anniversaries in Ireland. That year also marked a 
number of anniversaries with local significance. Those anniversaries are documented 
in a magazine published that year – Historic Straide Celebrates 2016.

MICHAEL DAVITT (1846 – 1906)
Straide’s most famous son, Michael Davitt, was born on March 25th 1846. His legacy, 
stemming from the Land League, would benefit the plight of farmers and tenants for 
generations. His grave in the local cemetery continues to receive many visitors each 
year, as does the nearby museum dedicated to his memory.

BALLYLAHAN CASTLE BUILT C. 1240
Ballylahan Castle was built by the Norman Jordan de Exeter c.1240. Shortly after 
building his own castle, he also built ten smaller fortifications in the locality for his ten 
sons. The castle of Atha Leathain (Ballylahan) was a very significant structure. It is 
one of the oldest and biggest baronial castles in Mayo and the only one whose plan 
can still be made out. Jordan deExeter rose to the rank of High Sheriff of Connacht. 
He died at sea in 1258 while defending the Western seaboard against pirates. His 
sons also rose in prominence and became very influential and powerful, both in the 
county and in the province. The ruins of Ballylahan Castle are today preserved by the 
OPW and can be seen along the busy N58.

COMMUNITY
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STRAIDE FRIARY BUILT C. 1250
Beside where Michael Davitt lies are the ruins of the thirteenth century Straide Friary 
built by the Mac Jordans who earlier had built Ballylahan Castle. The friary was initially 
inhabited by Franciscans until, in 1252, it was transferred to the Dominicans by order of 
the pope who was persuaded to do so by the Mac Jordans. The Dominican presence 
continued in Straide until 1837 when the last Dominican priest died.

JOHN MOORE (1767 – 1799) FIRST PRESIDENT OF AN IRISH REPUBLIC
John Moore was the son of a prosperous merchant, George Moore, from Ashbrook in 
Straide. George Moore, upon return from Spain, built Moore Hall in 1795 on the shores 
of Lough Carra as a new family home. At the time of the Irish Rebellion of 1798 a force 
of 1,000 French soldiers, under General Humbert, landed at Killala. John Moore joined 
the French, as did a considerable number of his tenants. On August 31st 1798 (four days 
after success at the Battle of Castlebar) General Humbert issued a decree appointing 
John Moore as the President of the Government of the Province of Connacht. The new 
republic was short-lived. Moore was captured by the British and died a few weeks later 
in Waterford while being taken prisoner to Duncannon Fort in Wexford. He was buried 
in Wexford. In 1961, upon the rediscovery of his grave, his remains were exhumed and 
reinterred in the Mall, Castlebar. The inscription over his grave reads: “Ireland’s first 
president and a descendant of St Thomas More, who gave his life for his country in the 
rising of 1798 … By the will of the people exhumed and reinterred here with all honours 
of church and state.” Many members of the Moore family are buried in Ashbrook House, 
Straide – the family’s old ancestral home.

ANNE DEANE (1834 – 1905) PRESIDENT OF THE LADIES LAND LEAGUE
In January 1881, when the leaders of the Irish Land League were under threat of being 
arrested by the British Government, Anna Parnell (encouraged by Michael Davitt) set up 
the Ladies Land League along with her sister Fanny, Anne Deane (Ballaghaderreen, Co. 
Mayo) and Bea Walsh (Balla, Co. Mayo). Anne Deane would become its first President. 
While the church and political leaders, including C.S Parnell, were opposed to the 
Ladies’ Land League, these female figures attracted huge crowds at the Land meetings. 
They became very successful in helping many tenants to retain their land holdings by 
raising funds, building temporary huts and preventing land grabbing. Apart, altogether, 
from her work with the Land League, Anne Deane was very highly regarded for her 
charitable works. She was responsible for encouraging her life-long friend, Agnes 
Morrogh-Bernard, to come to Foxford and establish a Convent there as well as setting 
up the woollen mills to offer much needed employment to the locals. Anne Deane is 
buried in Straide Abbey under a monument erected to her memory by her cousin, John 
Dillon, Member of Parliament for East Mayo, who lauded her for her loving kindness and 
generosity. Her very ornate headstone was carved by Padraig Pearse’s father, James, 
who was a noted stonemason. The inscription on the headstone reads “In this grave 
is buried Anne Deane, wife of Edward Deane, born Anne Duffe of Ballaghadereen. She 
was a great friend of the poor and oppressed, a lover of Ireland 
and of liberty. This monument is erected to her memory by her 
cousin, John Dillon, Member of Parliament for East Mayo, who 
owes his life and all that he possesses to her loving kindness 
and generosity.”

COMMUNITY
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TADHG O’HUIGINN THE MATCH STICK MAN AND BARD OF STRAIDE (C. 1550 – 1591)
A well-known late-Gaelic era poet, Tadhg Dall Ó hÚigínn 
was a member of a family of professional poets from north 
Connacht. He was called dall because he was blind. His 
brother, Maol Muire Ó hÚigínn (died in 1590), was Archbishop 
of Tuam. Tadhg had lands at Achonry, Kilmactigue and other 
parcels of land scattered throughout  county Sligo. Tadhg 
once had the misfortune to become involved in a bitter 
dispute between two branches of the Ó hEadhra (O’Hara) 
family – the Ó hEadhra Buí (Yellow) clan and the Ó hEadhra 
Rua (Red) clan. Legend has it that Tadgh was murdered 
in Banada (Sligo) at Corpus Christi Friary on a Sunday 
afternoon of March in 1591 by members of the Ó hEadhra 
Rua clan. The murderers were eventually captured and taken 
to Sligo where, in 1593, they were tried for the crime. However, due to a surprising lack of 
witnesses and evidence, they were released without charge.  Tradition holds that Tadgh 
Dall O’Huigínn was buried in the grounds of Straide Friary,  as many of his ancestors 
hailed from the area. His unnamed grave remains visible today. It is marked by a simple 
grave stone marker which shows a carving of a matchstick man superimposed on a Celtic 
cross.  Over four hundred years later his memory lives on. Tadhg O’hUiginn is, today, 
commonly referred to as the Bard of Straide or the Match Stick Man of Straide.

THE OLD PENAL CHURCH
The church which was in use prior to the present one is, today, home to the Michael Davitt 
Museum. It contains many artefacts connected to the life and times of the Irish patriot. 
The building dates back to the penal days. When in use as a church, it was here that the 
infant Michael Davitt was baptised in 1846 at the height of the Great Famine. Upon the 
opening of the new church, after centuries of use as a place of worship, it now functioned 
as a community hall. In 2016, to mark its closure as a Church and, also, the opening of the 
new church, Mass was celebrated in the building for the first time in 100 years. 

CHURCH OF SS. PETER & PAUL’S CHURCH – (BUILT 1914 – 1916)
The foundation stone of Straide Church was blessed on Sunday, June 28th 1914 (the 
eve of the feast of Ss. Peter & Paul) by Bishop Patrick Morrisroe. Over 5,000 people 
turned out to witness the event – practically every man, woman and child in the parish 
of Straide as well as many others from far and wide. By all accounts it was a spectacular 
occasion. The architect for this cut stone church (one of the last to be built in the 
country) was William H. Byrne & Son, Suffolk Street, Dublin. The builder was John 
Mulligan & Brothers, Swinford. The Church took two years to complete and cost £4,000 
– equivalent to €625,000 today. The Church was consecrated and opened on Sunday, 
August 27th 1916 by Bishop Patrick Morrisroe who described it as “a little corner of 
heaven come down to earth.”  It was originally intended that the Church would be called 
“The Davitt Memorial Church” as a memorial to Straide’s most famous son, Michael 
Davitt. It seems, however that Davitt, in his will, expressed a desire that his name should 
not be used in connection with any public monument. Thus, it was that in deference to 
his own and his relatives’ wishes, there was no reference to his name in connection with 
the new building (which was dedicated to Ss. Peter & Paul) or with the ceremonies of 
dedication and opening.

COMMUNITY
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JAMES MULROY

Garda James Mulroy – Scott Medal for Bravery
James Mulroy left the family farm in Straide to join the Garda Siochana on May the 
19th 1922. At midnight on May the 26th 1923, as he was returning to his station in 
Broadford, County Clare, Garda James Mulroy was held up by two armed men. He 
refused to either move or surrender to them and informed both men that he ‘would 
rather die where he was’. Garda Mulroy was unarmed but he tackled one of the men. 
During the ensuing struggle he was shot by the second man. Garda Mulroy eventually 
disarmed one man while the other man fled from the scene. Garda Mulroy returned to 
his station and got his wounds dressed. He then went back out with a colleague and 
arrested one of the men.

Garda Mulroy was awarded the first Scott Medal for bravery on August the 18th 1924. 
At a special ceremony in 1978, he donated his medal to the Garda Siochana Museum.
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STRAIDE FRIARY

Straide Friary was founded c. 1240 by Jordan de Exeter. It was originally a Franciscan 
Friary but by 1252 it had been handed over to the Dominicans by Jordan de Exeter at 
the insistence of his daughter-in-law Basilia. The surviving structure has a 13th Century 
chancel with six small ‘lancet style’ windows. Most of the remainder of the building 
dates back to a 15th Century restoration. A hallmark of the building is its high altar, 
inclusive of a Pieta flanked by two donors. A beautifully sculptured ‘Founders Tomb’ 
with flamboyant tracery is another noteworthy feature. Included are eight smiling figures, 
known as the ‘Laughing Magi’. The friary was dissolved in 1578 but friars continued to 
serve in the area until the 19th Century.

The friary is the venue for a special dawn mass every Easter Sunday morning and 
serves as a magnificent backdrop for wedding photographs. It is also an extremely 
popular tourist attraction and Friary tours form an integral part of Michael Davitt 
Museum Services.
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MICHAEL DAVITT MUSEUM

Michael Davitt is Ireland’s greatest patriot and the most influential international Irishman 
of the 19th century. The Michael Davitt Museum is dedicated to the life and legacy of 
this pre-eminent social activist and global reformer. The museum collection is housed 
in the magnificently restored pre-penal Church in the village of Straide. The exhibition is 
enhanced by an audio-visual presentation and brought to life by the museum’s award-
winning tour guides. The museum is adjacent to Straide Friary. This 13th century Norman 
structure contains some of the finest medieval sculpture available on the island of Ireland. 
The entire area is part of a beautifully maintained site with ample parking and serves as 
an ideal location for walks and picnics. Local people take great pride in the museum and 
volunteerism plays a pivotal part in its activities. We would like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge Nancy Smyth for her commitment to the Davitt Museum for over 40 years.

 MUSEUM SERVICES INCLUDE:
.  Guided Tours
.  Audio Visual Presentations
.  Exhibitions
.  Talks and Lectures
.  Community Events
.  Outreach Programmes

THE MUSEUM HAVE ENTERED PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATIONS WITH:
.  Disability Groups
.  Minority Groups
.  Voluntary Organisations
.  The G.A.A.
.  Glasgow Celtic Football Club

In 2019 the museum was the only institution in Ireland to 
receive Full Accreditation under the Heritage Council’s Museum 
Standard’s Programme for Ireland. Also in 2019, the Michael 
Davitt Museum was awarded a Certificate of Excellence for the 
5th consecutive year, thus entering Trip Advisor’s ‘Hall of Fame’.
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MUID FÉIN LE CHÉILE

Muid Féin le Chéile is a localised community group comprising of over 40 families in 
the Straide townlands of Knockafall, Longfield, Tavnagh, Rathrussell, Baline na Coile, 
Criullaun, Blanemore, Pollagh & Muckanagh.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

• Annual Christmas Social
• Annual Community Bonfire
• Community Litter Picks
• Erected ‘Community Notes’ Notice Board at Crossroads
• Purchased and installed Community Defribulator – at “centre” of our area
• 8 people completed Defribulator training with Foxford Red Cross
•  “Operation Transformation” Spring Walks
• Clay Pigeon Shoot & Social
• Liaise with Mayo Coco ref road improvements/maintenance required including   
 potholes, edging and bridges
• Organise Hedge-cutting
• Organised and hosted Straide Mr & Mrs fundraising Event
• Road Traffic management for funerals in our area

COMMUNITY
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Parish council

STRAIDE COMMUNITY PASTORAL COUNCIL

Straide Community Pastoral Council is one of the longest established groups within 
the parish. It dates back to 1994 when Fr. Dermot Burns (R.I.P) was appointed 
Parish Priest. He set about establishing a group to advise on the needs of the parish 
community and how best those needs could be met. The group feeds into a larger 
Cluster Parish Pastoral Group with representatives from Pastoral Councils of four 
neighbouring parishes (Foxford, Killasser, Attymass and Bonniconlon) meeting regularly 
and exchanging ideas. Strong links have built up over the years. Every summer the 
Cluster of Parishes produces a magazine which chronicles some of the key events in 
each of the five parishes. It is distributed free of charge and proves to be very popular.

Straide’s Community Pastoral Council has been extremely active over the years. Apart 
from assisting with, organising, and overseeing the various Church events, it has 
also planned  various talks, pilgrimages and trips for the community, not to mention 
undertaking huge fundraising challenges over the years. Christmas and Easter are two 
very special times for the Pastoral Council, as it prepares for these two great seasons of 
the Church Calendar. For Christmas, the Church is decorated in a spectacular fashion 
and attracts visitors from all over throughout the Christmas season. During Holy Week 
and Easter, the Church is decorated equally tastefully. Each Good Friday a group of 
approximately 40 parishioners re-enact the Passion Play. In recent years the highlight of 
the Pastoral Council was the planning and celebration of the Church’s Centenary, with 
huge celebrations throughout the year. A commemorative Magazine was published in 
2016 to mark the event. Members of the Pastoral Council have also been involved in 
a very successful fundraising campaign to raise much needed funds to conserve the 
Church building following an outbreak of dry rot. Well done, and 
God’s Blessings to all involved, and Eternal Peace to those who 
have served so faithfully in the past and are no longer with us.

http://www.straideparish.com 
email pastoralcouncil@straideparish.com
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PBKS WATER SCHEME

In 2007, the Committees of four neighbouring Group Water Schemes, Straide, Ballyvary, 
Keelogues and Prizon/Lisnolan discussed the possibility of amalgamating together in 
order to solve network and water quality issues. By March 2008, the members of the 
four original Group Scheme’s unanimously agreed to amalgamate together to form a 
new Group Water Scheme called the ‘P.B.K.S. Group Water Scheme Co-operative 
Society Ltd’. The newly elected PBKS Committee embarked on the mammoth task of 
replacing over 70km of old water mains which covered a large catchment area and which 
supplied water to over 800 houses. The Department of Environment, Housing and Local 
Government funded 85% of the project cost, with the remaining 15% cost sourced from 
the Group Scheme members. The Upgrade contribution cost for each Scheme member 
was €1,200 per house. In March 2010, The PBKS Committee officially opened a new state 
of the art Water Treatment plant at Bohogue. This Plant was designed to supply treatment 
water to two new 750 cubic meter reservoirs at Redhill and Bohogue. The opening of the 
new Treatment Plant was a red letter day for the locality and was a fitting reward for the 
hard work and vision of everyone involved in the Group Scheme particularly the PBKS 
Committee. All Group Scheme members were now guaranteed a supply of fresh, treated 
water delivered in a new, fully pressurised network. The mission statement that PBKS 
had strived to achieve had finally came to fruition “To provide all our members with a 
reliable and environmentally sustainable piped water supply of an adequate volume to 
meet member’s domestic and commercial requirements of a quality that conforms to all 
statutory regulatory standards”.

In 2017 PBKS converted the old reservoir at Keelogues into a workshop and storage 
facility and the scheme are now in a position to carry out maintenance repairs on a 24 
hour basis. The PBKS Group Scheme is also one of the few schemes in the country 
to possesses the infrastructure, equipment and expertise to ‘air scour’ our distribution 
network. Air scouring works using filtered ‘oil free’ compressed air, injected into the water 
network via a fire hydrant at high velocity with a small volume of water. The mixture of 
air and water penetrates and dislodges material which is unreachable by ordinary water 
flushing. This technique is increasingly used internationally by water utilities for cleaning 
water mains.  PBKS have a fully automated system of monitoring the water quality 24/7 
using the latest technology. The volunteer board of PBKS will work hard to ensure that 
the scheme remains an independent entity owned by the members that it serves. The 
scheme will continue to be a state of the art water service provider and will provide future 
developments in the Straide and surrounding areas with access to a high-quality water 
supply on a consistent basis and to the volumes required.

COMMUNITY
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RURAL SOCIAL SCHEME

The Rural Social Scheme (RSS) has been in existence in Straide for many years. It is 
administered by the Southwest Mayo Development Company located in Balla. Since 
extending the scheme to Straide, it has transformed the landscape in a very positive 
way. Rural Social Schemes operating throughout the country have a very broad remit in 
terms of their work and benefit to the local community. The remit includes:

• Maintaining and enhancing waymarked ways, agreed walks and bog roads.
• Energy conservation work for the elderly and the less well off.
• Village and countryside enhancement projects.
• Social care and care of the elderly, community care for both pre-school and after- 
 school groups.
• Environmental maintenance work – maintenance and caretaking of community and  
 sporting facilities.
• Projects relating to not for profit cultural and heritage centres.
• Community Administration / Clerical duties.
• Any other appropriate community project identified during the course of the Scheme.

IN STRAIDE, THE SCHEME’S RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
• Cutting grass in the areas around the church, museum, hall and school, as well as  
 along the approach roads to the village.
• Maintaining the five parish cemeteries.
• Building / repairing stone walls as needed.
• Keeping the area free of litter, weeds etc.

Visitors to Straide, as well as those travelling along the busy N58, often comment   
very positively about the beauty and landscape of the area. This 
is all, largely, due  to the work of the RSS. The community is 
rightfully very proud of, and thankful for, the great work being 
done by the RSS today, as well as being very grateful for the 
work done in previous years. It has all helped to make Straide 
the place of beauty and tranquillity it is today.

COMMUNITY
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SCDG

Straide Community Development Group (SCDG) was formed in 2009, following in the 
footsteps of many Community Councils active in the Straide Community over many 
years. Our vision in our early years was to host activities that brought our Community 
together and saw the start of a number of events which continue to this day, including 
our Christmas Gathering, Spraoi na Sráide – Family Fun Day, Children’s Halloween 
Party, Communion & Confirmation parties and the Annual Bardic Quiz.

In 2013 we undertook the Mayo Community Futures Programme, which brought 
together representatives from all of our local Clubs, Groups & Organisations and 
resulted in 240 community views surveys returned from 213 households and today 
our remit is to interpret and deliver the Priorities and Objectives set out in the Straide 
Community Action Plan 2014 -2019 in as many and varied ways as possible.

We have continued the focus on “coming together”, providing opportunities for people 
to meet, to socialise and interact or to play sport.  We place particular importance on 
inclusive, cross-generational events wherever possible. Our most recent Community 
initiative, Straide Sunday Strolls have been very well attended and building on this, 
our An Taisce National Spring Clean series of  Walk, Talk & Pick Events were a huge 
success.   Together with all our other local stakeholders, we have a shared Community 
vision for Straide to be an inclusive, friendly, vibrant, active, welcoming Community 
with widespread participation from both volunteers and the wider community in life in 
Straide.

SCDG have focussed over the last two years on a major €220,000 Community Hall 
Refurbishment Project.  Today, the building is complete and is now a fit for purpose, 
warm, inviting, multi-use facility in the heart of our Community and we are excited to 
explore all the positive ways it will enhance community involvement and participation 
for all age groups and all abilities for many years to come.

“The essence of Community, its heart and soul, is the non-monetary exchange of value; 
things we do and share because we care for others and for the good of the place”    D. 
Hock

COMMUNITY
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SCOUTS

7th Mayo Foxford Scouts

7th Mayo Foxford Scouts, are a Voluntary Youth Organisation, based in Foxford, with 
40 Youth Members, known as Scouts, and 10 Adult Voluntary Leaders. A substantial 
number of our youth members and leaders have hailed form Straide, and their valued 
contribution has been a huge influence in the overall formation and direction of our 
Group over the years.

THE AIM OF SCOUTING  IRELAND IS TO:
Encourage the Physical, Intellectual, Character, Emotional, Social and Spiritual 
Development of Young People, so that they may achieve their full potential, and as 
responsible citizens, improve society. Scouting is a youth led, non- formal education, 
that promotes active participation in, and appreciation of, the out of doors, service 
to one`s community & helping other people, while upholding our Scouting Principles 
& Laws. This is done by the provision of a wide range of attractive, constructive and 
challenging activities, chosen by the youth members themselves, learning by doing, 
and being guided and mentored by the Scouters.

OUR VISIT TO THE MICHAEL DAVITT MUSEUM MARCH 2019:
One of our more memorable outings this year was to The Michael Davitt Museum in 
Straide. It provided a first on many levels, primarily, it was our Scout Groups first visit 
to the Museum, and it was also the Museums first time hosting a Scout Group. We 
were all so proud that the first Scout Group to visit the Museum, was also its local 
Group comprising of Scouts from Straide and Foxford, with many of the Adult Leaders 
present, remembering attending mock evictions in Straide in the early 80`s as children 
themselves. Having always grown up aware of the rich cultural 
and instrumental part that Michael Davitt played in the history of 
our State,  it was an honour and a privilege to be able to bring the 
next generation to witness and experience this vital part of our 
history. We had such a memorable day there. It was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all the Scouts, and we even acknowledged the 
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significance of the day, by Investing a youth member in the actual Museum, another first for 
both the Museum and we ourselves as a group. It is apt that Straide are now in the running 
for Pride of Place, because we as Scouts were certainly very proud to be part of that place 
on the day we visited, as the above photo perfectly illustrates.  

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:
Another event Scouts are privileged to be involved in is the Annual Boylo Run. The Boylo 
Run is a 10km Charity Race that takes place in Foxford every year in memory of a local 
young man, Martin Boyle. The Cub Scouts are involved in preparing the water stations and 
then handing out the water to the athletes. They also do a litter pick along the route of the 
run afterwards to pick up any cups and bottles discarded in the course of the run. We also 
invite our younger Beaver Scouts to take part in the Kids run on the day. By taking part in 
this event, the Scouts learn the value of helping out and giving back something to their 
community.

THE PEACE LIGHT FROM BETHLEHEM :
7th Mayo Foxford Scouts were honoured this year to bring the inaugural Peace light to 
Foxford, in December 2018. The Peace light is a live flame, taken from the Grotto in the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, and is transported & distributed live by Scout Troops 
across the world. It was warmly welcomed by Fr. Padraig Costello and Rev. Andrea Willis 
into St. Michaels Church in Foxford on December 21st in a beautiful Ceremony, open to all, 
and the ceremony was appreciated and enjoyed by all who attended. A number of Groups 
came together to make this event possible, again reinforcing the local bonds within our 
community, including, The Brass Band in Foxford, Ballina Scouts, Local Photographer, and 
music teachers in the local national school, all made this day very memorable for us, as the 
picture below illustrates.

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND OUTINGS:
Scouting takes place primarily in the out of doors where possible, so the Scouts keep it as 
local as we can to promote and enjoy all our area has to offer including: We climb Braid Hill in 
Foxford, Hike in Drummin Woods, we attended our first JOTT , by walking from Castlebar to 
Turlough on the Greenway, We do Archery, Light Campfires, learn Pioneering Skills, partake 
in local loop walks, and last but not least, we went Camping, this year to Westport.

We have also had two great Day Trips, one to the Arigna Mines in Co. Roscommon, which 
was very educational and enjoyable, and to the Eagles Flying Experience, in Co. Sligo, where  
we thoroughly enjoyed the wonder of Birds of Prey and other animals, really up close.
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SS. PETER & PAUL N.S.

Ss. Peter and Paul N.S. is a co-educational school, founded by the Department of 
Education and steeped in a rich history. Originally founded in 1880, with current 
school building established in 1964, Ss. Peter and Paul N.S. pride themselves on the 
continuous strong links that are established within the local community. We strive to 
achieve the highest standards of excellence in all areas of teaching and learning for 
our students. We aim to provide a positive and stimulating learning environment that 
helps every child to develop intellectually, culturally, physically, morally, emotionally and 
spiritually. 

As a strong sporting community, we are lucky to have deep-rooted associations with 
S&F Football Club, Moy Davitts Football Club and local hurling clubs. We are in the 
privileged position to be able to work closely with the Michael Davitt Museum on the 
foundation of the first ever Childrens’ Land League, following in the footsteps of Michael 
Davitt who was a strong advocate for social justice. We are committed to sustainability 
in Ss. Peter & Paul N.S. From the collaboration between dedicated staff, pupils and the 
school community, we are proud to have received our 6th Green-schools Flag. 

We cherish and welcome cultural and religious diversity in our school. Children from 
different countries, ethnic backgrounds and religious beliefs are welcome to attend our 
school and we wholeheartedly embrace multi-culturalism and multi-ethnicity. Practicing 
the Roman Catholic ethos in Ss. Peter & Paul N.S., our local church has a special place 
in our school community. The Board of Management and staff are highly committed 
to the Catholic ethos. We believe our school community is inspired by the vision and 
values of Ss. Peter and Paul. We take part in preparation for sacraments, attend choir, 
serve and celebrate church holidays. We co-ordinate Grandparents Day within Catholic 
Schools Week. 

A commitment to community development is successfully 
embedded within our school’s culture, providing a deep and 
unyielding foundation upon which we can work in unity and 
harmony to build a strong and successful school community.

COMMUNITY
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STRAIDE & DISTRICT 
WAR DEAD MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

As the centenary of World War 1 approached, an organisation was established for the 
purposes of commemorating those who served in the various world wars. While we 
abhor conflict and violence, we felt a fitting memorial should be erected to honour 
those from the area who served in the armed forces. We wish to acknowledge their 
courage and bravery, their sacrifice and suffering and their desire to make the world a 
better place. Many fell and those who survived often lived a life of mental torture and 
physical deformity in what was a hostile state.

The memorial was unveiled by Former Taoiseach Mr. Enda Kenny T.D. before a crowd 
of hundreds of local people and invited guests in June 2017. Since then, this area of 
quiet reflection has been visited by thousands of visitors.

This project and the regular commemorations associated with it afford the opportunity 
for all local denominations and none to come together in shared remembrance. Links 
have been forged locally and also with individuals and groups in Northern Ireland. Local 
stonemasons and tradesmen worked on this monument while volunteers and the local 
R.S.S. scheme ensure that it is maintained to an excellent standard.

COMMUNITY



33

WEATHERMAN IN STRAIDE

For well over half a century, Straide man Martin Sweeney,has provided Met Éireann with 
weather data, recorded at his Observation Station in the village of Straide. Martin began his 
reports on March 1st 1963, and every day since that date, without fail, has provided Met 
Éireann with the valuable daily data.

Although Martin is quick to acknowledge the help that he gets from his neighbours and 
friends if called upon, the vast majority of the work is done by Martin himself.  It requires 
skill and know-how in reading no fewer than 11 recording instruments. Martin records and 
reports the following data on a daily basis; The maximum and minimum temperatures of 
the previous day, the current air temperature, the temperature of the grass, air humidity, and 
soil temperature a depth  of  4 inches. He also provides rain gauge records and Sunshine 
records for the previous day.

Finally, there are the observational records of percentage of cloud cover and cloud type. 
The whole process takes 15 – 20 minutes and provides valuable data to Met Éireann which 
helps weather forecasters to make an accurate prediction of overall weather patterns.

Martin is one of over 500 voluntary observers dotted around the country, and he is currently 
one of the longest serving observers. Martin’s fascination with weather data began with the 
Big Snow of 1947. A few years later he bought his first barometer 
which he still has to this day. On March 1st 1963 he began to officially 
record the data for Met Éireann. In those days, the data was sent 
to Met Éireann by post, which he could vouch for as Martin himself  
worked as a postman for many years!. Today, Martin stays in tune 
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with modern technology, and transmits his daily report via SMS texts and email. 

Apart from a half century of data that he has sent to Met Éireann’s head office, Martin 
also keeps his own records in careful storage. Those records provide a small window into 
the climate of Straide over the past fifty-something years. For a long time the record high 
temperature in Straide was that of  June 30th 1976, when the mercury reached 29.5 degrees 
Celsius. This was broken on 27th June 2018 when a temperature of  31degrees Celsius 
was recorded. The coldest temperature recorded by Martin is also relatively recently, on 
Christmas Day 2010, when it plummeted to 17.5 degrees Celsius below freezing. This is still 
the record low temperature for December the 26 Counties. The wettest day on record was 
on October 27th 1989 when 3.73 inches fell within a single day. The wettest month during 
the past 50 years was November 2009 when 11.6 inches of rain fell.

Through his interest in all things Meteorological, Martin has made many friends and 
has travelled far and wide to observe the extremes of climate conditions. He has visited 
Greenland and Iceland on numerous occasions, observing the Northern Lights and the 
Glaciers of Greenland and Iceland. He has been to the edge of the Arctic Circle in Lapland, 
to an altitude of Ten Thousand Feet in the Austrian Alps, to The tropical climate of The 
Azores and to the volcanic landscape of the Canary Islands. The friendships he has made 
have also taken him to The USA, England, Scotland, Belgium, France, Portugal, Italy, 
Cyprus, Malta and Crete.      

On the main evening news of Easter Sunday 2013, to mark Martin’s fifty years of service, 
Met Éireann’s Evelyn Cusack paid a glowing tribute to Martin, describing him as being an 
“incredibly dedicated volunteer” whose work helps Met Éireann predict weather patterns.

Even though he is in his 85th year, (born on November 1934) Martin has no intention of 
hanging up his barometer!  He says that technology is changing the way that Observation 
Stations are being operated, and that change is something that he is more than willing 
to embrace. He is hopeful that in the near future, the Straide Weather Station will be fully 
automated and guarantee its existence long into the future.
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BADMINTON CLUB

Badminton was first set up Straide in the late 70’s early 80’s, It was set up by 8-10 
people as a way to get together and they taught themselves the game of Badminton.  
As time went on the number grew to around 20 consisting of locals and people from 
outside the community coming along for a game. They started playing in the original 
hall which is now the Michael Davitt Museum and moving to the new hall when it was 
built in 1984.  They achieved great success in the Mayo League winning all titles from 
division 4 up to division 1. They were division 1 Connaught champions and played in 
an All Ireland final. The club ran successfully up until the early 2000’s. Over the years 
younger members joined and learned the skills of the game from the original members 
and some of those younger players are still involved today in teaching this generation 
the skills they learned all those years ago. We also have a few of the original members 
that still play to this day. Straide Badminton Club was re-established in the Community 
Hall in June 2016 our current club committee consists of Joe Canning (club chairman), 
Stephanie Loughney (secretary), and Geraldine Maloney (treasurer).  We currently have 
13 affiliated Badminton Ireland members who meet twice a week to train and enjoy 
the sport of Badminton. We set up our Kids Badminton Club in November 2016 and 
currently have 32 members who also come along twice a week to learn the game 
in a fun & safe environment. Our members alongside our 2 coaches Kate O’Hara 
and Michael Maloney enjoy passing on their knowledge and love of the sport to our 
younger generation.  Stephanie Loughney who is our club secretary is also a member 
of the Mayo Badminton team.  She is passing on her knowledge and experience to our 
youth players in the hopes of encouraging them to success. Straide Badminton Club 
started playing competitively in the Mayo League in the 2016/2017 season when 4 
clubs from the Mayo area competed. We now have 6 clubs in our league as the interest 
in Badminton continues to grow and the younger generation are coming on with the 
guidance and commitment of all club coaches. Sponsorship for the coming season 
was secured with thanks to Mullafarry Quarry, alongside their support we hope to 
continue our successful seasons. With our hall newly refurbished 
we now look forward to the 19/20 season with our established 
members and hope to welcome new members to come along 
and enjoy this wonderful game. Our youth coaching program will 
also return for this season and every encouragement is made 
for our existing members and new members to come along and 
get involved. 
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FRIDAY NIGHT SOCCER CLUB

Back in October 2007 some parents rented the hall to burn off some energy for 1st to 
6th class children in the Straide area. Since then, every Friday during school term is 
Friday Night Soccer night, which is an important event in the children’s diary. Friday 
Night Soccer allows the children to interact and have fun outside home and school and 
it also marks the end of another week of school.

The anticipation and build up to the start of Friday night Soccer is great to experience, 
especially for the parents and families of those children graduating onto 1st class. Each 
child gets a participation trophy at the end of the season and a couple of years ago they 
were presented to them by our Minister for Sport, Mr. Michael Ring.

To supervise those kids on a Friday evening is fun and entertaining. It’s a privilege to 
help with Friday night Soccer and witness the way the kids of Straide seem to have a 
special bond of friendship between each other. To see the fun and interaction between 
the older classes and the younger ones is quite unique and this appears to nurture into 
them looking out for each other in secondary school and beyond.
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MOY DAVITTS CLUB

Moy Davitts GAA Club was formed in 1974.  The name incorporates the three parishes 
along the banks of the River Moy; Straide – native place of Michael Davitt, Bohola – 
native place of Martin Sheridan & Foxford, the birthplace of the great Admiral William 
Brown.  Since its Foundation, there are many representatives from Straide Parish 
playing with Moy Davitts GAA Club and as well as representing their Parish they are 
also forging friendships with their Teammates from the neighbouring villages of Foxford 
& Bohola.  This has resulted in life-long friendships and has made those players from 
Straide feel proud to be part of a Team but also highlights the importance of inclusion 
among groups. 

The club pitch is at Srath Garbh in Foxford. In recent years the grounds have been 
extended & upgraded to include floodlighting of a training area and second full size 
pitch. Moy Davitts Ladies Club was founded in 1997 and one of the Founding Members 
was Kathleen Canning from Straide.  The Ladies Club works closely with the Men’s club 
and many families in Straide have members in both Ladies & Men’s clubs.

The Moy Davitts clubs first national title garnered was at Scor na N-og in 1981 by Straide 
Natives, Sean, Breda & Cora Smyth in the instrumental competition. The Smyths won 
numerous county and provincial Scor titles in the 1980’s. The club has had a number of 
notable successes at County level since foundation including Intermediate, 3 U- 21 and 
1 minor championships. At a National level, in 2010, the club won All-Ireland Feile Peile 
Na nOg Division Two in Derry and the club also won the Celebrity Bainisteoir TV series 
in 2012 under the guidance of Calum Best, defeating teams from Dublin, Carlow and 
Longford along the way. Moy Davitts GAA Club are very proud to have many Players 
from Straide representing our Club on the Mayo County Team’s both Male and Female 
– this is a wonderful achievement from our small village. 

The club has always placed great emphasis on its underage 
players. From under 6 to Minor Level up to 200 children are 
registered with the club. In recent times the great work at 
underage levels over the years has borne fruit with a Minor A 
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title in 2014 and Under 21 title in 2013. In 2019 both U-14 & U-16 have won County 
League Finals, both Teams captained by Straide Players.  Moy Davitts GAA Club are 
very proud of the Children and Teachers of Straide National School.  The Principal has 
supported and welcomed Coaching from members of our Club in the school over the 
last number of years.  This has promoted activity, Gaelic football skills and teamwork 
among children in the Parish that may not otherwise have got an opportunity to enjoy 
this sport.  As a result of this inclusive Programme, we are so proud and delighted to 
say that Straide National School won the County Cumman na mBunscoil in 2018 and 
2019. Well done Ss. Peter & Paul National School, Straide.

Moy Davitts GAA are grateful for the support of Straide and its people to our successes 
over the years. We are happy to support them in seeking the pride of place accolade 
which they richly deserve for their community effort in making Straide the wonderful 
place it is.
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S&F FOOTBALL CLUB

In 2019 we at Straide & Foxford United AFC are celebrating 30 years –

take a stroll down memory lane with us…

WHERE WE BEGAN…
It takes a monumental decision by two rural clubs who are going nowhere to amalgamate 
and that is precisely what Straide United and Foxford FC did in the early summer of 
1988.Straide United founded in 1979 had a useful junior team in the premier division 
but had not the resources or back up to make a major attack to the championship.
Foxford FC founded in 1974 had a declining junior team in division one but a useful 
schoolboys and youths setup with two schools in their backyard.

Never before in Mayo soccer had two rural clubs got together to unite but with the 
above picture staring both clubs in the face, this seemed the only way forward.Both 
teams agreed on the name Straide & Foxford United AFC and in 1989 the club was 
formed.The abbreviated “S&F Utd” has been a commanding name in soccer circles in 
the West of Ireland for the past 30 years.

JUNIOR SOCCER
Runners up in their first season of amalgamation 1989/1990, it did not take Straide & 
Foxford United long to make their mark on the game, as the seasons came and went 
so did the honours… It takes a good team to win the Mayo Premiership League, but 
a great team to retain it… on the 16th of April 1994 we became the 5th club ever to 
successfully defend the Mayo Premiership League thus securing a place in the record 
books of Mayo soccer.

The following season the decision was made to join the Connacht Senior League. We 
would face much tougher competition but Straide & Foxford 
United have never shied away from hard work. A gruelling 
campaign ensued… our first season in the Connaught Senior 
League – our first Connacht Senior League Title – champions at 
the first time of asking.

The first season of the new millennium brought its own rewards – 
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our first team were crowned Super League champions, our second team divisional cup 
champions and runners up in their division.With great highs come great lows… in 2007 
for the first time in our clubs proud history we were relegated from the Super League. 
In the face of adversity you must find your lesson and learn it. And learn it we did… In 
2008 for the first time in the history of Mayo soccer

Straide & Foxford United AFC completed the treble – league champions with not one 
defeat or draw, divisional cup champions and Mayo cup champions – the wheel had 
come full rotation – we were back where we belonged in the top flight of Mayo soccer.

YOUTHS SOCCER
Since the teams of Straide United and Foxford FC amalgamated, the club has always 
implemented a strong policy of developing soccer amongst the schoolboys, schoolgirls 
and youths of Straide, Foxford and the nearby hinterlands. Our youths set up started 
with just one team – U13 boys. This team won their division with maximum points from 
their ten games in their first year of competition 1989/1990 and believe it or not some 
of those players are still lining out for our Super League team!! In the season 1995/96 
Straide & Foxford United Ladies were established with 15 girls registered – their first 
year in competition our U14 girls are league champions!!

40 years later we cater for girls and boys from U6 right up to U17; for the 2019 season 
we have over 150 youth players registered with the club. This is a testament to our 
amazing coaches who do so much for the youth of our club and instil a passion and 
pride for Straide & Foxford United. Our coaches have always been the cornerstone of 
our club. Our youths – boys and girls have won numerous county and provincial titles 
over the years all of which we as a club are so very proud of.

ONWARDS AND UPWARDS
With success comes the chance for our brightest stars to be recognised, over the years 
we have been fortunate enough to see our players to on to higher stages…

Republic of Ireland Call Up.
It has been our great joy to see three of our players receive their cap for Ireland.
League of Ireand
Many of our junior players have gone on to be signed with League of Ireland clubs –
Sligo Rovers, Mervue Utd, Fairview Rangers and Belvedere.
County Teams

Straide & Foxford United AFC have always been well represented on County panels 
over the years at both junior and youth level.  This 2019 season has been no exception 
– with 8 of our youth players representing the club both girls and boys. And this year a 
Straide & Foxford United player captains the Kennedy Cup Squad – Colm McHale who 
is from Gurteens, Straide leads the Mayo U14 boys this summer.

COMMUNITY
The amalgamation of the two clubs has strengthened the bonds of Straide village and 
Foxford town – in good times we help each other celebrate and when times get tough we 
support each other.We at Straide & Foxford are looking forward to next 30 years of serving 
the people of Straide & Foxford and we hope you can join us in August to celebrate “30 
years of Straide & Foxford United AFC”
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STRAIDE COMMUNITY GAMES

Straide Community Games was established in the early 1980s as a truly community 
event whereby children could compete in races and even represent their county at the 
National competition. Originally the races were held as a Community Fun Day and this 
would qualify the children to compete in the County final. However, as the date for the 
County and National events got earlier in the year and the weather got worse! The Fun 
Day was  separated to a standalone event and the Community Games runs separate 
races early in the summer.

Over the years Straide Community Games has evolved and children can now compete 
in art and craft competitions as well as talent competitions.

Many young Straide people have won County medals and have gone on to win a 
National medal on behalf of Straide Community and Mayo. Indeed, this year, Cian Fahy 
will be presenting Mayo in the National Poc Fada competition. We are truly proud of all 
that our youth have achieved in Straide Community Games over the years. 
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CHILDRENS’ LAND LEAGUE

Ss. Peter and Paul N.S. have joined 
with the Michael Davitt Museum to 
create a really special development 
in the community. The first ever 
Childrens’ Land League has been 
founded in Straide. The focal point 
of the project is the awareness of 
social justice, a theme that inspired 
Michael Davitt to become one of 
Irelands most historical figures in 
Ireland through his unwavering endevours of social and political justice. Funding has 
been awarded to Ss. Peter and Paul N.S. by the Arts Council of Ireland. A writer will 
work with Ss. Peter & Paul N.S. to develop creative writing skills on the theme of social 
justice along with the development of process artwork. it is envisaged that work will be 
published in book format and launched in the Michael Davitt Museum. This community 
project is very close to our hearts and we look forward to its launch in 2020.

BALLYLAHAN SHRINE

The Shrine at Ballylahan is a 
well-known landmark in Straide, 
welcoming people and smiling down 
on us all. It is adorned with beautiful 
flowers all year round.

The Shrine was originally erected 
by Paddy Walsh (RIP), Carracastle, 
Straide in 1963 in honour of Our 
Lady of Fatima. It was cared for by a 
number of people over the past 56 years. After over 50 years of graceful reverence the 
Shrine at Ballylahan was beginning to feel its age. It started to show the effects of the 
passing years with cracks appearing in the walls of the shrine and added to this the 
statue began to flake.

In 2018 a group of locals decided it was time to restore Our Lady to ensure she 
welcomed people to Straide for many more years to come. A new Marian Shrine was 
designed and built by Martin Carney, Frenchpark and gifted to the people of Straide 
and surrounding areas. The statue of Our Lady was restored voluntarily by Maureen 
Lavin, Foxford, a very talented artist. Season Master Straide crafted a fine door for the 
shrine and gifted it also. Patrick McDonnell, JP Gibbons, Michael and Eddie Maloney, 
Martin McDonnell, Pat Reid and the Maloney Family were all involved throughout the 
project.
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CHRISTMAS IN STRAIDE

An opportunity to meet and mix and 
celebrate a special time of year in 
our Community. We have included 
various and changing elements and 
events over the years, for all ages, to 
ensure it continues to be popular and 
of interest:

Christmas Cake Icing Workshop 
– (with Master Baker Bogdan 
Kasperach, O’Haras of Foxford);

Festive Food: Christmas Cooking with Kathleen – Christmas Food Demonstration & 
Tasting (with our local, award winning Housewife of the Year, Kathleen Canning);

Festive Florals: Christmas Wreath Making Workshop, Hosted By Lorraine Cooling Reid, 
talented and gifted local gardener and crafter;

Lantern making workshops facilitated by Mayo Artsquad, followed by a night-time walk 
through the Abbey grounds to switch on the Christmas Tree Lights at the Michael Davitt 
Museum and our Christmas Social.

In Memory Candle Workshops, facilitated by Mick Smyth, Community Artist, to 
remember a loved one. Willow boats with a candle and a personal message which were 
then released on the Straide River through the Village prior to our Christmas Social.  

Christmas Gathering – Following a visit to Santa at the Michael Davitt Museum, the 
Community congregate for an evening of mulled wine, mince pies and plenty of good 
food & treats, together with musical entertainment by local musicians and dancers.

Family Movie Night – Home Alone.  Movie, popcorn, treats, cushions……..what more 
could you want…. fun family movie night.

Christmas Jumper 5K Fun Run for all the Family.

Christmas Concert & Fundraiser.  Held in St. Peter & Pauls Church.  Sean Ruane in 
concert, together with the Ballina Chamber Choir & Kieran Roache. An enchanting 
evening of beautiful music and song with International Tenor, Sean Ruane (UK based 
artist with strong Straide connections).
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CHURCH CONSERVATION PROJECT

The Church Fundraising Committee 
has been very busy over the past two 
years trying to secure the funds needed 
to finance the work. Approximately 
€100,000 was secured over the course 
of 2018. Most of this was raised by 
means of a Draw held on September 
11th. Top prizes included a brand new 
car and a pedigree heifer. In addition, 
€56,000 has come in since October 
2017 by way of a special second collection at Masses.

Following from such success and generosity, fundraising for the Straide Church 
Conservation Project continues throughout 2019. The restoration works are, at this 
stage, all but completed. However, some more fundraising is still needed. The Church 
began 2019 with a debt of just over €100,000. Hopefully, by the end of 2019 this debt 
will have been reduced considerably.

Sincere thanks to the hardworking Fundraising Committee and to all who have been 
so supportive of our fundraising efforts over the past two years. Thankfully, the end is 
now in sight.

Three fundraising events remain this year. The first is a Bucket Collection throughout 
Castlebar on Saturday, June 29th – the Feast of Ss. Peter & Paul.

The second is a Fashion Show to be held in the Davitt Community Hall on Monday, 
November 4th at 8 pm. This is always a very popular event when held in Straide. An 
added attraction this year will be the inclusion of some top class spot prizes on the 
night.

The final fundraising event this year will be a Concert on Sunday, December 8th at 8 
pm in the Church. James Kilbane will be joined by Annette Griffin and John Staunton 
in what promises to be a wonderful evening’s entertainment in the setting of Straide 
Church as decorated for the Christmas Season. 

So, put the dates in your diary and enjoy some wonderful nights’ entertainment!

Tickets for each event costs €10 and will be available shortly. 

Once again, a big Thank You to everyone for your ongoing encouragement, support 
and generosity.
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CHURCH FUNDRAISING

The Church (dedicated to Ss. Peter 
and Paul) was built between 1914 
and 1916 at a cost of £4,000. That 
sum translates into €650,000 today. 
However, due to the architectural 
significance of the building (it was one 
of the last stone-built churches in the 
country and is particularly ornate), it 
is insured for 5.6 million euro – a sum 
deemed appropriate and necessary if 
it ever had to be rebuilt.

The Church Fundraising Committee was set up to raise funds to finance the conservation 
work needed on the Church after the discovery of an outbreak of dry rot. It has been 
in operation since 2017. A massive Fundraising Raffle was formally launched by Sr. 
Maureen Lally (Mayo Person of the Year 2018) on March 4th 2018.

The top prize was a Dacia Sandero car (5 door hatchback, 1litre petrol) part sponsored by 
Freedom Mobility. The second prize was a pedigree charolais heifer (Bennview Noelle) 
worth €3,500.  Third prize was a composite door / window worth €1,000 sponsored 
by Season Master, Straide. Fourth prize was 1,000 litres of heating oil sponsored by 
J & E Hughes Oil, Killala Road, Ballina. Fifth prize was a return flight for two to Bristol 
from Knock airport sponsored by Knock Airport. Castle Davitt Furniture, Castlebar, also 
kindly sponsored the printing of the raffle tickets.

Just under €100,000 was raised by the draw and other fundraising events in 2018.

Other events included:
• Supermarket Bag Packs
• 5K Operation Conservation walk / run
• Clothing Collection
• Harvest Thanksgiving Auction
• Harvest Festival
• Corporate Donations
• Donations from Friends of Straide Parish abroad
• Bucket Collections
• Concerts & Functions

Fundraising Events remaining for 2019 include:
• Bucket Collection in Castlebar on June 29th
• Fashion Show on November 4th
• Church Concert on December 8th with James Kilbride,  
 Annette Griffin and John Staunton
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COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP

An Taisce National Spring Clean
Walk, Talk & Litter Picks

To follow up on our weekly strolls 
initiative, we continued with a 
weekly Walk,Talk & Litter Pick each 
week during the month of April.  We 
targeted a different area/townlands 
each week covering the Parish of 
Straide. We liaised with An Taisce 
and Mayo County Council who provided supplies and waste collection.

COMMUNITY HALL REFURBISHMENT

Straide Davitt Community Hall 
Refurbishment Project:

One of the top priorities to come 
out of our Community consultation 
process (Community Futures), was 
the pressing need and desire for a 
viable Community Hall with increased 
activities available.  SCDG focussed 
on making this a reality and following 
lengthy and complex negotiations, reached an agreement to lease the building from the 
Michael Davitt Museum on behalf of the Community.

We are now reaching a conclusion to two years hard work and the newly refurbished 
Straide Davitt Community Hall will open its doors at the end of July 2019.  A €220,000 
project funded through LEADER funding and with the assistance of South West Mayo 
Development Company and tremendous Community support.

Amongst many smaller, well supported fundraisers, two of our hugely successful local 
Community Fundraising initiatives included:

Straide Hall Donor Wall: A wonderfully received fundraiser with over 210 families adding 
their names to our Donor wall which will hang in Pride of Place in our newly refurbished 
Hall entrance.

Monster Raffle for Holiday to Portugal: This fundraiser is currently running and the 
response has been fantastic.  All prizes, including the beautiful Portugese Villa were 
donated by local Community members.
We have achieved many fantastic events and opportunities in the original Community 
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Hall, despite the state of the building and its many drawbacks.  Today, we are excited 
to move on to the next chapter.  What can we achieve in a building that is now fit for 
purpose, warm, inviting and accessible to all abilities…. The sky is the limit. 

In the last number of years, we were used to having to travel for many of our Clubs and 
activities.  We now envisage, given such a lovely Community space available, it paves 
the way for many Clubs, Groups, workshops and events to now take place in our own 
local Community setting.  This is undoubtedly a very positive step, we look forward 
to providing additional events for the elderly on their doorstep, we can now look at 
opportunities for Parent/Toddlers and pre-school children, we can tackle some of the 
reasons for rural isolation head on.  

We can at last deliver on our Vision:  Straide Community Development Group, guided 
by the Community’s 5 Year Action Plan, actively works to create a viable, warm, inviting 
Hall, accessible to all, with a variety of social activities, events, meeting areas  and sports 
activities for all ages and all interest groups.

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND INVOLVEMENT

SCDG has always felt one of its 
main priorities is to focus and 
commit to increasing and fostering 
community activity in as many, 
varied and enjoyable ways possible 
with the resources we have.  Over 
the last number of years, we have 
supported, initiated and developed 
many activities and events, all the 
time encouraging community wide 
involvement and participation for all ages and all abilities.

We aim, in as far as possible and funding permits, to offer these events at little or 
minimal cost to participants whilst also ensuring we continued to raise much needed 
funds for the Community Hall upkeep and in the last two years, our very ambitious 
project of a major Community Hall Refurbishment.

Whilst SCDG have an incredibly committed and hardworking Committee, our success 
comes from  the large and widespread support of the greater Community.  There are 
many people whom we can call on at any time, to undertake any number of tasks, to 
“man the stations”, to oversee traffic management, to arrange the refreshments our 
success IS our Community…
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EVENTS

And the list goes on…………..

SCDG has supported many other 
activities and events in recent years. 
As a community, we pull together 
and self cater events. here is a list of 
events in our wonderful community:

• Community Hall available for   
 Birthday parties
• Dylans “Dance to Canada” Support fundraiser for talented local Irish Dancer going  
 to the World Irish Dancing Championships in Canada.
• The set up of Straide Badminton Club. Adults and Youths
• Supports to Friday night Indoor Soccer Club
• Sacrement celebrations
• Post Funeral receptions
• Straide Community participation in the Foxford St. Patricks Day Parades
• Child Protection Training for all local Community Clubs and Groups working with children
• Community Scrap Metal Collection
• Supports to the Dec’s Recovery Funds Events
• Village Bunting for Mayo Senior Ladies and Senior Men’s football Teams major matches

FASHION SHOW

Straide Fashion Extravaganza:

A hugely popular and well supported 
Fashion Show, with our “models” 
(from toddlers to seniors) hailing from 
almost every house in the Community.  
Facilitated by Kathleen Canning with 
her wealth of experience hosting this 
event in earlier years.  This Fundraiser 
was supported and organised by the 
Pastoral Council, Straide Community Development Group and the National School 
Parents Association working together. The proceeds raised (over €5,000) were divided 
equally between Straide National School and the Community Hall Refurbishment Fund.  
A wonderful example of cross-community support and co-operation.
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HARVEST FESTIVAL

Straide Harvest Festival Week 2018

Following from the success of a similar 
event held in 2016, Straide Parish held 
another Harvest Festival in 2018. It 
ran from September 3rd to 9th, with 
events each day. The proceeds of 
the week’s events went to the Church 
Conservation Fund.

The week started off on Monday evening, September 3rd, with a 25 Card Game which 
had some fantastic prizes on offer. The following evening, Sr. Maureen Lally (Mayo 
Person of the Year 2018) gave a Cookery Demonstration. The event proved to be a very 
beneficial night for all cooking enthusiasts – beginners and experts alike.

On Wednesday evening, we were delighted to have an Information Evening provided by 
the Agricultural Consultants Association. Advice was given on topics which included: 
CAP Reform, the Future of Farm Payments, Improving Animal Health, Increasing 
Income on Drystock etc. Agricultural Consultants present included: Brian Carroll, Tom 
Canning and Liam Walsh. A vet was also present on the night to answer all animal 
health related matters.

On Thursday evening, Padraig Horkan offered some very welcome gardening advice on 
autumn planting and garden care.

On Saturday night there was the much-anticipated return of the Harvest Barn Dance, 
with music by Francis McHale. The lucky tickets in the Straide Church Fundraising 
Campaign were drawn on the night. On offer in that draw was a top prize of a car and 
a second prize of a pedigree heifer.

The annual Harvest Thanksgiving Mass was held the following morning, followed by 
an auction of Harvest Produce and the Blessing of Pets. Later that afternoon, DJ Jim 
entertained the kiddies with a Kiddies Disco.

And to get everyone fit for the Harvest Festival, a very successful 5K Parish Walk 
(Operation Conservation) took place the previous month on Sunday, August 5th.

All in all, a great week’s entertainment was had, with definitely something for everyone. 
And a few bob were raised for the Church Conservation Fund as well. Thanks to all to 
organised the many events and to all who supported the Festival.
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HALLOWE’EN FUN

Straide’s Spookily Spectacular 
Halloween Festival:

From small beginnings hosting 
an annual Children’s Halloween 
Party, Halloween has become an 
important, exciting and fun time in 
our Community Calendar for all ages.  
Our Festival now boasts a number 
of different events which are hugely 
popular and very well attended.

OPERATION TRANSFORMATION

Operation Transformation: Straide 
Sunday Strolls:

To coincide with the national 
initiative, Operation Transformation 
we facilitated a series of weekly 
cross-generational Community wide 
Sunday morning walk & talk events.  
Very popular walks, with participants 
choosing a new route each week, 
covering all our local townland areas.

SCHOOL PARKING

Pride of Place – Straide National 
School Car Park Project

Background

limited space around Straide National 
School, forced pupils to move 
between parked and turning vehicles, 
when entering and exiting the school 
(see figure 1). The community was 
concerned about the risk to pupils 
and decided to act. The owner of the 
adjacent derelict school master’s cottage was contacted and incredibly donated the 
site free of charge.

FIG.1
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SILENT MOVES

The Community hall in Straide was 
filled to capacity for the showing 
of the winning film ‘Silent Moves’ 
during Social Inclusion Week 2017.  
The event celebrated the wonderful 
achievements of local people who 
were stars of the film.

The film was made by acclaimed 
visual artist Aideen Barry and Western 
Care’s Ridgepool Training Centre and 
Scannán Technologies and made 
possible by the Mayo IGNITE project 
awarded to Ballina Arts Centre.  

Caitriona Canning, Bernard McDonnell, Paul Caden and Martin 
Flynn from Straide and surrounding areas all starred in the film 
and were presented with unique Straide Star Awards on the 
night.  Una O’Malley also of Straide was unable to attend on 
the night.

Funding
A CLAR grant, as well as some Councillor’s GMA funding was secured to complete the 
works. Uniquely, the funding was used for materials purchase only, all plant and labour 
was provided by the community.

Construction
A community labour force was formed and work commenced with tree felling and site 
clearance, in September 2018 (see figure 2). Excavators, trucks and tractors, kindly 
provided by locals, removed circa 600m³ of soil from the site. 4000 blocks were used 
to construct a retaining wall. A footpath was built to provide a safe corridor for pupils 
(see figure 3).

FIG.2 FIG.3
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SPROAI NA STRÁID

Spraoi na Sráide – Annual Fun Day:

A very special day in our Community 
Calendar.  A day for all generations in 
the family, filled with fun and laughter 
and some level of healthy hilarious 
competitiveness with various events 
each year, e.g.

The Townlands Challenge – 
comprising of teams from a number 
of our Townlands competing for the coveted Townland Trophy. 
Cake of the Parish: A much sought after accolade in both our Youth & Adult categories. 
Potato Picking Competition
Sheaf Throwing Competition
Village Penalty shoot out
Wellie Throwing
Tug of War

Along with lots of Children & Adult fun races, face-painting, Limbo dancing, Tea tent & 
BBQ……..

The silent film uses stylized mime, music and movement to tell a triangle-love-story. It 
is an ambitious beautifully filmed work that engages on many levels using humour and 
fun. It has an entertaining storyline but also offers deep understanding of the every day 
challenges faced by people with intellectual disability. There are always many people 
involved in organising events in Straide and to name people runs the risk of leaving 
people out.  But sometimes is important to give a flavour of what is involved. The actors 
and Western Care’s Ridgepool Training Centre were happy the event went ahead; Ballina 
Arts Centre provided the Film and Mayo County Council included the event as part of 
their Social Inclusion week. The many talents of the community were applied! Jim Mulroy 
designed the event poster, Geraldine Maloney designed and created the  amazing 
Straide Star Awards, Martin Ruane undertook traffic management on the night, Audrey 
McNicholas was on hand to photograph and record the event, Declan Turnbull and 
Mick Smyth undertook the technical aspects of showing the film. Everybody  publicised 
the event and a most fantastic group of volunteers cleaned and prepared the hall and 
arranged and served refreshments on the night. Impressively, all the neighbours came 
along. Most importantly the stars of the film had a great night and enjoyed the recognition 
they deserved in their own community. This film gave all of us an opportunity for a 
fantastic fun and also educational community night together celebrating and supporting 
the wonderful creative achievement of the film and local actors. Councillor Neil Cruise 
formally launched the event. Straide’s Fiona Doherty presented the awards on the night. 
Fiona of Moy Davitts Ladies and Mayo Ladies Football team had just competed in the 
All-Ireland Ladies Final. It was a very special night, that will long be remembered by us 
all. 
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STRAIDE BARDIC QUIZ

Again, a fun but none the less hotly 
contested and coveted locally crafted 
trophy is up for grabs at our Annual 
Bardic Quiz.  Always a night to 
remember in the Parish with Teams 
from all our Townlands represented.  
There is no better boast that being able 
to say your townland is the “brainiest” 
in the Parish!!

THE GATHERING

2013 became known as the year of 
the Gathering across Ireland. The 
Straide Gathering began on July 31st 
and ran until August 4th, with many 
Straide natives coming from across 
the world to celebrate the event. With 
almost 5,000 communities nationwide 
celebrating The Gathering, Straide put 
its own spin on what what an excellent 
initiative.The Gathering kicked off 
on the evening of July 31st, with a time capsule vigil. The community invited every 
local household to contribute a written piece and items for inclusion in the capsule, 
which is to be dug up in 2063, marking the 50th anniversary of the event. The festivities 
that continued over the coming days were met with great excitement from locals and 
those returning to their home parish. Events over the weekend included an eviction re-
enactment on the Village Green, a wreath laying ceremony at Michael Davitt’s Grave by 
the then Taoiseach, Enda Kenny, an 8km walk around the Parish, while the Castlebar 
Concert and Marching Band gave a Recital in the Sraide Abbey after Mass.

Sporting events also came to the forefront during the Gathering, with a GAA Challenge 
match between Straide Gathering Team v Bohola Gathering Team on the Saturday of 
the event. While the match was supposed to be non-contact, there was a great sense 
of competitiveness, but the match was played in a great sporting nature. The Spraoi na 
Sráide (Annual Straide Fun Day) also took place on the Sunday of the Gathering and was 
met with great popularity.  The Straide Gathering highlighted the community’s link with 
the rest of the world. The four days brought back Straide natives 
from the UK, Australia, America and New Zealand amongst other 
places across the globe. The community effort shown in the 
months leading up to the event was testimony to Straide’s ability 
to work together and deliver an event that will be talked about for 
quite some time. 
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BRIGID’S BENCH

Brigid Cogger went to her eternal rest 
on February 1st, 2014 after a long battle 
with cancer. Heaven gained a true earth 
angel that day and Straide community 
lost its champion and very dear friend. 
Brigid was the type of person that you 
could meet with the weight of the world 
on your shoulders and by the time you 
left her company not only were you 
laughing but that weight didn’t seem 
so bad anymore. That was one of the 
many beautiful gifts Brigid possessed. As Brigid’s first anniversary approached a group 
of us got together with the intention of raising some funds with the blessing of Brigid’s 
family to buy a bench in her memory and make a donation to Cancer Care West. An 
organisation who had been so good to Brigid and many more in their cancer battle. It was 
hoped to donate to a local Straide charity too.

As it happened Brigid’s first anniversary fell on a Sunday and that was the date of her 
anniversary mass – so we decided after Brigid’s anniversary mass when all her beloved 
family and many many friends were in Straide, that was when we would hold the 5k – 
“Brigid’s 5k” We felt the day encompassed Brigid to a tee – Mass, a walk around the 
village she loved, with the people who loved her. Giving to the local community and to 
those who helped her in her brave battle to in turn help others in their battle. Our ducks 
were lining up nicely for us. The route was picked and word spread – help came from 
all directions – neighbours, friends, old school friends all offered help – from marshaling 
the route to traffic management, tea making and sandwich making – Brigid would have 
been so proud – the community she loved rallying together. The morning of February 
1st arrived bitterly cold but bright – a hard nights frost had fallen and we didn’t know would 
Brigid’s 5k happen… but Brigid, as always was working her magic for us and the sun shone 
brightly from mid-morning and all was well.As we were setting up the hall that February 
morning; making sure the tables were set and ready to register a little robin flew into the 
hall, it hopped along to each and every registration table as if to check that all our ducks 
were indeed in their rows. That day it was remarked by young and old alike that they never 
saw so many robins, the beautiful little birds flew close to all who attended and mingled 
on the ground among the walker’s feet. Little signs telling us all would be well. The crowd 
surpassed all our expectations – Brigid’s loyal family and friends travelled from far and near 
to honour their dear friend. Post 5k we gathered in The Copper Beech for refreshments and 
prizegiving – and we talked and laughed about the day and the days that had been.When 
we calculated the monies raised it went way beyond our wildest dreams! It was decided to 
donate not only to Cancer Care West but to Ss. Peter & Paul’s Pastoral Council of which 
Brigid was its leading light and to Straide Community Development Group – to get the 
hall back up and running. On Sunday 31st May 2015 we unveiled “Brigid’s Bench” on 
the Green in the heart of Straide – to its left the ancient Abbey, to its right Sts Peter & 
Pauls Church and straight ahead – Brigid’s home – places our dearest Brigid loved so 
much. When you pass through Straide take a moment to sit on Brigids Bench and see 
for yourself the parish and community that Brigid loved worked so hard for and the 
community that miss her still.

PROJECTS
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DEC’S RECOVERY FUND & DEC’S MARATHON RUNNERS

In late December 2017, our friend and 
teammate, Declan Smyth following a 
Masters League game with his beloved 
Straide & Foxford United AFC fell 
seriously ill.Declan was undergoing 
intensive rehabilitation in Merlin Park 
Hospital when a group of us decided 
to come together in January 2018 to 
organise 3 fundraisers to help Dec, his 
wife Ann, and their children Jack & Ava 
with the financial day to day running 
costs while Dec recuperated.

Our first event was Dec’s 5k. On Sunday the 4th of February 2018 we waited patiently 
in the Davitt Community Hall for our runners, joggers and walkers to arrive – the hard 
work was done – route approved and marked, stewards along the way ready to help, 
car parking facilities all manned, the kitchen humming with Berco boilers and clattering 
of plates as donations of food for post-race arrived. 500 numbers had been ordered; we 
ourselves thought – “sure we can use the leftover numbers for the next 5k in Straide”, as 
5ks usually attract maybe 300 – 400 people and they are the professionally run ones!! But 
this was Dec’s 5k… Within 45 minutes we had run out of numbers – over 1200 people 
passed through the doors of our hall that sunny Sunday morning.

Clubs from all over the county wore their club crest as a gesture of solidarity with Dec 
and his football family, friends and work colleagues all descended on Straide that day to 
show their love and support for Dec and the community of Straide welcomed them with 
open arms, to this day people still talk about the day that was Dec’s 5k – the love, the way 
the whole community pulled together to make it such a success – everyone rowed in – it 
showed Straide for what it is – a community that we are all so very proud to be a part of 
on a special day that will never be forgotten. Our next fundraiser was a Rock Night in the 
Davitt Lounge, Straide. Dec’s brother Mick an extremely talented musician, together with 
neighbours and friends gathered together local bands and Straide got ready to rock!! On 
the 24th February, the Davitt Lounge was packed to capacity as the guitar riffs and drum 
percussions filled the night air – we rocked out to the early hours of the morning – another 
memorable night in Straide and all the while Dec was making steady progress in Merlin.

The committee of Dec’s Recovery fund held our last event on Sunday the 11th of March – 
A tractor and truck run!! Again we weren’t sure what to expect but as always the goodwill 
of people shone through and the community of Straide was there to welcome all – 
tractors of every size, vintage and breed landed to Straide that day!! Monster trucks and 
mini trucks showed up too to support us in our final event. Words will never do justice to 
the spectacular that arrived in Straide. In between those events and after our tractor and 
truck run – other people and organisations took it upon themselves to organise events to 
support Dec, Ann, Jack & Ava and donate to Dec’s Recovery Fund 
– these were people in the community of Straide who wanted to 
do more and then others outside our community with connections 
to Straide who just wanted to help.

PROJECTS
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The local Teagasc Branch in Claremorris in conjunction with their Straide members 
organised a very successful race night in Westport

Dec’s neighbour Michael McHugh organised a hunt through Dec’s homeland of 
Blanemore and again such a sight to behold as the horses and their mounts got ready 
to leave from The Davitt Lounge and begin their hunt. Sts Peter & Pauls National School 
Straide organised a Pyjama day to help the fund. Swinford Cruisers a cycling club with 
some Straide members heard of Decs Recovery Fund and organised a Fashion Show in 
the Gateway Hotel in Swinford with some of Dec’s neighbours and friends modelling that 
night. Our near neighbours Ballyvary Blue Bombers FC organised a 5 aside with Decs 
Masters Teammates lifting the cup on the day! Foxford Foroige of which Jack and Ava 
are members organised a quiz night, Bohola Foroige organised a disco and St. Joseph’s 
Secondary School Foxford of which Jack and Ava are students organised a cake sale. 
Dec’s cousins in Bonnicolon organised a country night and a monster raffle. This is just a 
snapshot of the amazing goodwill that went into Decs Recovery Fund – from our amazing 
community in Straide to the communities with Straide connections – it just shows the 
power of community, connections and how blessed we are in Straide with such amazing 
people and diaspora.

DEC’S MARATHON RUNNERS

In 2015 Dec along with one of his best friends Michael Costello registered to take part in 
the Dublin City Marathon – unfortunately, they never got to fulfill their wish. In the summer 
of 2018 a group consisting of teammates, neighbours and above all friends got together 
to realise Decs dream to run the 26.2 miles – to show their support and solidarity for Dec 
on his road to recovery. Dec’s Marathon Runners was born.

Not only did these amazing bunch of people train for a marathon they also raised funds for 
Decs Recovery Fund to boot!! A slave auction was held where people in the community 
offered their skills for free and the price that was paid for them went directly to the fund. 
The day of the marathon is one that will stay with all of us part of Dec’s Marathon Runners 
for as long as we live. The absolute pride seeing the black and orange of Dec’s beloved 
Straide & Foxford through the streets of Dublin as they ran every mile in homage to the 
marathon Dec was enduring in his rehabilitation was inspirational and humbling. Family 
and friends from Straide travelled up to urge them on their way and show their pride and 
support.

And as the runners came close to the finish line a familiar smile greeted them – Dec 
smiling and waving on his friends – seeing Dec gave them all that extra boost needed to 
cross the line. Because that’s the thing with our community – you don’t have to be in it to 
feel it. The love and the power of Straide Community were evident on the streets of Dublin 
that beautiful October day. Dec is back home in Blanemore with Ann Jack and Ava – just 
as it should be. We the committee of Dec’s Recovery Fund and Dec’s Marathon Runners 
are so proud of our amazing teammate and friend who continues to inspire and drive us 
on. We will forever be thankful to our amazing community of Straide – who answered the 
call when we looked for help and who went over and above what was needed not only 
in our beautiful parish but wherever a Straide person was – that’s community – that’s 
Straide.

PROJECTS
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TEXT ALERT

On the 10 th February 2013, a Crime 
Prevention information meeting was 
held in Straide Community Centre. 
The main speaker was Sergeant Tony 
Cosgrove, Crime Prevention Officer 
for Mayo. Sergeant David Tiernan, 
Muintir na Tíre representative Bernard 
Kearney and members of the Straide 
community, who expressed interest 
in setting up a Community Text Alert 
Group, were also in attendance.

On the 24 th February 2013, through the Parish Newsletter, a member of each household
was invited to a meeting in the Straide Community Centre. The purpose of the meeting 
was to nominate people to form a committee ( Straide Community Alert Group, SCAG) 
consisting of; A Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer, as well as volunteers willing to 
help out in setting up the system in partnership with the Gardaí Síochána, Muintir na 
Tíre and Mayo County Council. At the meeting, it was decided that the best way to raise 
funding was a donation of 10 Euro from each household. An automated forwarding text 
provider was sourced and contracted. A bank of mobile phone numbers were collected 
from local contacts and forwarded to the text alert provider. Mayo County Council were 
contacted to seek permission to dig posts holes at every entrance road to the Parish. 
Ann Sweeney, Area Road Engineer inspected the positions of the intended post holes. 
She gave permission and also donated the steel tubular poles.

Poles were cemented in and locally manufactured signs were affixed to the tubular 
poles. The feedback from the community on the up and running system was positive.
The local garda division hold crime information sessions regularly. A representative of 
the committee attends to keep up to date on current crime prevention measures.

Example of how Text Alert operates:
Informant contacts local district garda station. Observations are recorded and verified 
by the garda. Following that, the garda contacts Text Alert provider.

Example from Text Alert Provider.
WarnSCAG. There have been reports of a car acting suspiciously in the Straide area. 
KLO Blue Audi 131 D_ _ _ ( the full vehicle registration number is not given)
** SCAG: Straide Community Alert Group
** KLO: Keep look out.

PROJECTS
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STRAIDE COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 2014 – 2019

THEME 1 OUTDOOR AMENITIES AND FACILITIES ACHIEVEMENTS /DEVELOPMENTS

PRIORITY 1 Develop a Multi-use Sports Field
Consult with landowners on possible site
Discuss possible uses/requirements with the community
Draw up a plan for the field with consideration for all age groups
Incorporate a walking path/trim track
Link in with funding and sporting agencies

Ongoing discussions with stakeholders, both locally 
and with Mayo CoCo and support Agencies. No 
progress made to date.

PRIORITY 2 A Playground and Picnic Area
Set up a playground committee
Research multi-use play areas appropriate for a rural Setting
Identify a site
Lobby and fund raise

A playground is on our ongoing Agenda with Mayo 
CoCo.  They have confirmed that, due to budget 
constraints, no new playground projects are currently 
possible.  Straide’s interest is noted when Budget 
allows. Plans for a sensory garden in the green space 
between the Davitt Museum and the Community Hall 
are underway. The East Mayo Disability Angling facility 
has recently opened with a boardwalk & picnic area

PRIORITY 3 Develop Local Walkways
Support and continue the work that is underway at present
Liaise with relevant agencies and supports
Link in with neighbouring communities

3 Loop walks have been identified and mapped out. 
Currently finalising permissions and repair works on 
the routes.  We are working with Mayo CoCo Walks 
Officer.  Route Map has been commissioned and is 
ready for locating on Village Green.

THEME 2 FOOTPATHS, ROADS & PARKING ACHIEVEMENTS /DEVELOPMENTS

PRIORITY 1 Provide Footpaths/Gravel Paths and Extend Street Lighting This priority is on our ongoing Agenda with Mayo 
CoCo for future development.

PRIORITY 2 Traffic Calming Through the Village Speed limit has been reduced from 100 to 80 from 
Foxford through Straide, to Ballyvarry with a reduction 
to 60 in the Village centre.

PRIORITY 3 Improve Parking and Turning Space at the
National School

Significant project undertaken with new parking and 
drop down area developed. 

PRIORITY 4 Local Roads Improved and Maintained
Set up a working group
Identify the problem areas
Liaise with the school and parents
Come up with suggestions and solutions
Explore how the community might be able to carry out
some actions with the support of the relevant agencies
Lobby our local politicians and County Councillors
Meet with the Local Authority and the National Roads Authority

Ongoing priority with improvements made in various 
townlands  Hedge cutting, road maintenance etc. 
Improvements made at the school with the new 
parking and drop down system now in place.

THEME 4 COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES ACHIEVEMENTS /DEVELOPMENTS

PRIORITY 1 Community Alert
Support the newly established Community Alert Group
Involve the whole community

Community Text Alert Scheme was 
established

THEME 3 COMMUNITY HALL AND ACTIVITIES ACHIEVEMENTS /DEVELOPMENTS

PRIORITY 1 Upgrade and Develop The Davitt Community Hall
Work with The Michael Davitt Memorial Association to explore the possibilities 
of upgrading and developing The Hall.
Bring all interested parties together

Straide Davitt Community Hall has undergone a 
€220,000 upgrade and refurbishment and will be 
officially opened in July 2019.
Straide Community Development Group and the 
Michael Davitt Museum are committed to working 
together to improve and facilitate activities and events 
in the Community.

PRIORITY 2 Seek Agreement on a Management Committee for the Hall
.Establish a more broadly based management committee
.Draw up an action plan for use of the Hall
.Explore the role and duties of a management committee
.Look at governance, insurance etc.
.Provide training
.Look at funding options available

SCDG currently acting as Hall Management 
Committee.  Following  official opening, a new cross-
community Hall Management  Committee will be 
established. 
Hall has been used extensively up to commencement 
of the  refurbishment project in Jan 2019 for events, 
sports, social
gatherings, meetings etc.

PRIORITY 3 More Community Activities
Activities for all age groups
Local Heritage Group
Assess the needs for parent/toddler, preschool and childcare

We have had great success in hosting and developing 
community activities:
Youth Indoor Soccer Club, Youth Badminton Club, 
Adult Badminton Club, Halloween Festival, Christmas 
Community Gathering, Movie Nights, Workshops, 
Training Events.   Straide Historical & Cultural Society 
established, Folklore project underway. After school 
Club established in the National School.

Progress Report as at June 2019
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Future Local Straide Projects Include:
• Michael Davitt Museum: Future plans include an Auditorium, Library,    
 Cottage and Sensory Garden
• East Mayo Anglers: Provision of accessible toilet facilities
• Archeological Excavation works at Ballylahan Castle
• Restoration of the Old Templemore Cemetery

PRIORITY 2 Area Enhancement Committee
Support the work already being done in Straide. Develop a three year 
plan in consultation with the local community
Encourage local volunteers to support and assist the
existing Straide Enhancement Committee/Rural Social
Scheme on various elements of the plan
Give regular feedback to the community
Consider entering the Tidy Towns competition

Rural Social Scheme active in the Community 
and maintaining grass-cutting, wall building, area 
enhancement projects and graveyard maintenance in 
the area. Straide has entered Tidy Towns competition. 
Community Walk Talk & Litter Pick events held 
throughout April in all our townlands as part of An 
Taisce National Spring Clean.

PRIORITY 3 Investigate Wider Community Transport Needs
Research local needs
Liaise with support agencies
Link in with neighbouring community services

No focused action plan devised to date. 

PRIORITY 4 Assess Preschool, Parent & Toddler and Childcare Needs of the Community
Research local needs
Liaise with support agencies

n after-school Club was set up in the local National 
School to facilitate school pick-ups and working 
parents. 
Further research will be undertaken when Community 
Hall re-opens.

THEME 5 HERITAGE AND TOURISM ACHIEVEMENTS /DEVELOPMENTS

PRIORITY 1 Develop the Full Potential of the Michael Davitt Museum
Support the recent re-opening of the Michael Davitt Museum
Work together to expand, develop and promote the Museum
Facilitate greater links with the local community, including local expertise 
and enthusiasts and local activities 
Link in with other museums and associations and seek to add value to the 
visitor experience

The Michael Davitt Museum goes from strength to 
strength. Today it facilitates Guided Tours, Audio 
Visual Presentations, Exhibitions, Talks and Lectures, 
Community Events and Outreach Programmes. The 
museum has entered partnerships and collaborations 
with Disability Groups, Minority Groups, Voluntary 
Organisations, The G.A.A. and Glasgow Celtic Football 
Club. In 2019 the museum was the only institution in 
Ireland to receive Full Accreditation under the Heritage 
Council’s Museum Standards Programme for Ireland. 
Also in 2019, the Michael Davitt Museum was awarded 
a Certificate of Excellence for the 5th consecutive 
year, thus entering Trip Advisor’s ‘Hall of Fame’

PRIORITY 2 Conserve and Maintain the Old Graveyards
Set up a Graveyard Committee
Consult with Mayo County Council, Heritage Officer etc.
Work closely with the Churches in the area
Conserve the local graveyards
Complete the Registers for the five graveyards in the area
Establish access to the old cemetery
Involve the Rural Social Scheme, FÁS, TUS

The Rural Social Scheme (RSS) is charged with 
maintaining the parish cemeteries. Four of the 
cemeteries are maintained to a good standard. The 
RSS has been granted permission by the landowner 
of the old Templemore cemetery to clean up the 
site. No formal right of way access has, of yet, been 
agreed. The Heritage Officer of MCC has visited the 
site and has ruled out the use of chemical weed 
killers or disturbing existing stones. Specialised work 
is needed to be done to clean up the Templemore 
cemetery. Funding has not, as of yet, been sought for 
such a substantive project. Discussions are ongoing 
with MCC in relation to upgrading pathways in the Old 
Cemetery.  A Registry of four of the cemeteries has 
been completed by an outside agency. Known graves 
/ plots are listed and are on display at the cemetery 
entrances. An older register, which compliments this 
work, is available in the Museum

PRIORITY 3 Develop and Promote the Heritage of Straide
Establish a local Heritage Group
Research local history and heritage
Organise local information evenings, heritage walks, historical talks etc.
Organise activities and amenities incorporating the 
river to take full advantage of the fantastic local fishing area
Promote the area and its activities

Straide Historical & Cultural Society established.
Many events held including: Lectures, Church Centenary 
Mass & celebrations. Wreath laying on Michael Davitts 
Grave and also the grave of Anne Deane, President of the 
Ladies Land League. 
Magazine documenting anniversaries of local history / 
events / buildings published in 2016.
Number of events held as part of Straide Harvest 
Thanksgiving Festival including cookery, personal 
grooming, Gardening Demo, Barn Dance, Blessing of the 
Animals, Childrens Disco
Straide & Districts War Dead Memorial Committee established.  
Monument erected and unveiled to commemorate those from 
the Parish who fought in various wars.
East Mayo Anglers undertook a major project to create a Disability 
Angling facility on the Banks of the River Moy in Straide.
Both the Michael Davitt Museum and the Straide 
Community Facebook Pages have proven to be very 
popular with regular contributions and boast excellent 
engagement both locally and from the Straide diaspora.  
The pages promote Straide, its heritage & history and 
supports all local activities and events etc.
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STRAIDE PRIDE OF PLACE
“Smallest village in the 

smallest diocese, 
biggest heart in all of Ireland!”


