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€852. 
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      contributions. 
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                        Third Sunday of Advent – 14th December 2025 
 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, December 13

th
. 12 noon  Straide 

 

1.30pm 

7.00pm  Bohola 

Fr. John Smyth and his sister, Teresa, Sr Mary of the Sacred Heart. 
(3

rd
 & 42

nd
 Anniversaries respectively). 

Bohola Christmas Party in Community Centre. 

For all the People. 

Sunday, December 14
th

. 9.30am  Shraheens  

 

11.00am  Straide 

 

Michael & Catherine Brennan, Boleyard,                                          
their son-in-law Jimmy Mullaney & grandson Kieran. 

Molly & Tommy Walsh, Islandeady, and their son Séan, Tralee. 

Kathleen Hughes, Knocknafall. 

Monday, December 15
th

. 10.00am  Straide Private Intention. 

Tuesday, December 16
th

.  

7.00pm 

7.00 - 8.00pm 

No Mass. 

Bohola NS Christmas Carol Service. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in Straide. 

Wednesday, December 17
th

. 10.00am 

5.00 – 9.00pm  

Private Intention.…..(Adoration follows until 12 noon) 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. (Blessed Sacrament Chapel) 

Thursday, December 18
th

. 10.00am Private Intention. 

Friday, December 19
th

. 7.00pm  Straide Séan & Nancy Carney, Gurteens, their daughter Serena                   
and Jo Golden, Breaffy. 

Saturday, December 20
th

. 7.00pm  Bohola Stephen Jordan, Rathslevin (2
nd

 Anniversary),                                                  
and deceased of the Jordan & Byrne families. 

Sunday, December 21
st

. 9.30am  Shraheens  

11.00am  Straide 

5.00 -6.00pm 

Bridie Lavelle, Bohomore and her daughter Karyn. 

For all the People. 

‘The Light is On’ – Christmas Confessions in Bohola and Straide. 

All Masses in Straide (www.churchtv.ie/straide/) and Bohola (www.churchtv.ie/bohola/) are live-streamed. 

Shraheens Mass will be live-streamed on the Bohola Post Facebook Page when requested. (Marked by * above) 

All Bohola Masses will be broadcast on the 105.5 FM Radio channel. 
 

Recent Deaths: Please pray for the happy repose of the souls of the following: 
Patricia McNicholas, Lismirrane, who died on Tuesday last, December 9

th
 and whose funeral took place in Bohola on Friday. 

Teresa Smith (née Conlon), Kiltimagh, who died on November 27
th

 and whose funeral took place in Kiltimagh on December 4
th

. 
She was the sister of Ann Gordon, Carracastle and of the late Julia Mulderrig, Altbawn. 
William Reilly, Carras and London, whose funeral took place recently. He was uncle to the late Brendan Maloney, Straide. 
We extend sympathy to their families and pray they are at peace. 
 

Bishop Kevin’s Pastoral Message: This Sunday, Bishop Kevin issues a pastoral message providing an update on the 
amalgamation of our two dioceses of Achonry and Elphin. Copies are available in the churches and is also available online. 
 

Bambinelli Sunday, December 14
th

: This weekend we celebrate “Bambinelli Sunday” at all Masses. A suggestion is, following the 
blessing, take your “bambinelli” home and place it in a gift box, wrap it, and save it for Christmas. Let this be the first gift your 
family opens at Christmas, when together you place your Baby Jesus figure in the crib, and have a home blessing of the Nativity.  

 

Bohola NS Carol Service: Bohola NS will host a Carol Service next Tuesday evening at 7.00pm in Bohola church. This has been a 
great occasion for the past three years and you are all invited to come along and enter the Christmas spirit. A donation box will 
be at the door in aid of Bohola NS.  
 

Exodus 90 is a 90-day spiritual programme designed for Christian men who wish to deepen their faith through prayer, fraternity, 
and self-denial alongside other men. Participants read the Book of Exodus, listen to reflections, practice self-denial, and meet 
weekly. The programme starts on January 5

th
 and runs for 90 days to Easter Saturday. If you are interested, please call or text 

Damien at 086-1729064 for more information about a local group, or visit www.exodus90.com. 
 

New Pilgrim Path Website of the Week, Sunday, December 14
th

: The Third Sunday of Advent …. As we enter the third week of 
Advent, New Pilgrim Path continues to add to our Advent resources with more online retreats, reflections, poetry, music and 
websites dedicated to this great liturgical season. Visit: www.newpilgrimpath.ie. 
 

 

 

Bohola Pastoral Council Meeting will be held in the Parish Centre on Monday evening at 8.00pm. 
Parishioners can submit any item for the agenda through council members. 
 

Christmas Confessions: “The Light is on for You” – There will be a visiting priest in Bohola and Straide 
churches next Sunday, December 21

st
 from 5pm to 6pm to hear confessions. You are encouraged to 

avail of this opportunity to prepare for Christmas.  
 

SVP Annual Appeal: The St Vincent de Paul annual church-gate collection takes place this weekend 
in Bohola. In Straide, donation envelopes can be collected this weekend and returned there next 
weekend. Your support stays local, helping families in need this Christmas. Thank you for giving what 
you can. 

 

Rise & Shine Fundraiser: A Fundraiser will take place in McDonagh's pub on Saturday 20
th

 December in aid of Rise & Shine 
(formerly Irish Pilgrimage Trust) to provide supported pilgrimage holidays for guests with additional needs and respite for 
their families. Kenneth Moran is undertaking a cycle in aid of same from Chartres to Lourdes (789Km). Raffle /music /food 
and craic on the night. Your support will be greatly appreciated. 
 

The 53rd Edition of the Bohola Post is now on sale in all the usual outlets. A snip at €10! 

 

Victim Assistance: Don’t miss your final chance to enter our fundraising draw for a Nissan Qashqai Hybrid. Draw takes place 
on Saturday 20

th
 December in Cill Aodain Court Hotel, Kiltimagh. Tickets costing €20 are available from usual outlets and 

online at victimassistance.ie or call 1800 277477. All monies raised go towards supporting victims of crime and trauma. A 
ticket will make an ideal Christmas gift while also helping those in need of support in our community. Thank you. 
 

ALONE Seeking Volunteers: Would you be willing to provide companionship to an older person locally? ALONE are seeking 
volunteers in your area. Full training and support provided. If interested, please apply via the ALONE website at www.alone.ie 
or for further information please contact us on volunteer@alone.ie or call 0818 222024.   
If you are over 60 and would like to know more about the services ALONE can offer you, please call 0818 222024. 
 

Moy Davitts 50/50 Draw: Congratulations to Damian Langan who won a jackpot of €541 in the Moy Davitts 50/50 draw last 
Saturday. Thanks to everyone who supported the draw, it is greatly appreciated. Tickets are available in the usual retail 
outlets and by playing on the club app (Moy Davitts GAA). 
 

"Remembrance by Candlelight" Thanks: A huge THANK YOU to our amazing community. We are delighted to announce that 
our recent fundraiser "Remembrance by Candlelight" raised an astonishing €17, 616.42 which will be shared between two 
invaluable local services - Foxford and District Alzheimer's Trust and Foxford Search and Rescue. Thank you to all who 
donated, attended, volunteered or supported the events in any way. Your kindness truly makes a difference. 
 

Castlebar Christmas Jumper Run: Join us on December 14
th

 at 12 noon, starting and finishing at Lough Lannagh Holiday 
Village. Wear your festive jumper and help raise vital funds for Focus Ireland and SVP. Register at 
idonate.ie/christmasjumperrun2025 and enjoy hot chocolate after the run! 
 

Christmas Market and ‘Live Crib’ at Turlough Park: There will be a Christmas market and live crib in the Courtyard at the 
National Museum of Ireland, Turlough Park, Castlebar, from 1pm to 5pm this Sunday, 14

th
 December. The market will feature 

local and regional makers and artists. The live crib display is with Kiltimagh Pet Farm. There is also some festive storytelling 
with Fiona Dowling. Admission is free. See www.museum.ie for further details. 
 

Give Hope this Christmas with Double the Love: Mary's Meals provides life-changing school meals to more than 3 million 
children living in some of the world's poorest communities. It costs just €22 to feed a child with Mary's Meals every day for a 
school year. Thanks to the Tom Cunningham Trust, donations will be doubled until January 12

th
 or until the match funding 

limit has been reached.  To donate, go to www.marysmeals.ie or phone 01-8535163. Every donation is greatly appreciated.  
 

Anam Cara Mayo, the organisation that supports bereaved parents will hold its monthly Parent Support Evening on Tuesday 
16

th
 December at 7.30pm in the TF Royal Hotel, Castlebar. We also offer an online support group meeting. For more 

information, call 01-4045378 or email info@anamcara.ie. For more information, visit www.anamcara.ie. 
 

Living Well is a free HSE programme which helps people living with a long-term health condition to manage their condition 
and improve their overall wellbeing. Anyone with any chronic illness such as diabetes, arthritis, COPD, cardiac illness, anxiety, 
etc. can benefit from these workshops.  
The next programmes commence on Wednesday January 21

st
 at 10.30am in Castlebar and on Tuesday January 20

th
 at 

10.30am in the Ballinrobe Primary Care Centre. Contact Liam Gildea, Living Well Programme Officer, on 086-0142675. 
 

Family Carers Ireland - National Charity supporting 500,000+ Family Carers Nationwide is recruiting Community Homecare 
Workers. Qualifications – QQI Care of the Older Person and Care Skills Modules completed, have own car and full driving 
licence. Please send CV to jobs@familycarers.ie or contact Carol on 049-8511031 or 086-4183949 for more information.  
 

Family Carers Ireland Christmas Raffle: You could win €1,000 cash, €500 select hotels voucher or a hotel voucher. Please 
support family carers in your community by purchasing a ticket at www.familycarers.ie/christmas. Thank you! 
 

Have Your Say about Your Catholic School: Parents are encouraged to respond to The Department of Education Primary 
School Survey before 16

th
 December: https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/primary-school-survey/. 

 

Much more in the online Extended Newsletter at www.straideparish.com 
 

He’s making his list…He’s checking it twice. He left it at home. He’s texting his wife!  

mailto:boholaparish@gmail.com
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Extended Online Newsletter 

 
Give Hope this Christmas with Double the Love: Mary's Meals provides life-changing school meals to more than 3 million 
children living in some of the world's poorest communities. The promise of a good meal brings hungry children into the 
classroom, where they can gain an education and better opportunities for the future. It costs just €22 to feed a child with 
Mary's Meals every day for a school year. Thanks to the Tom Cunningham Trust, donations will be doubled until January 12

th
 

or until the match funding limit has been reached. Together, through Double the Love, we can transform the lives of many 
more desperately hungry children waiting for Mary's Meals. To donate, go to www.marysmeals.ie or phone 01-8535163. 
Every donation is greatly appreciated. Thank you. 
 
Making Plans for 2026? Do you have a medical condition, difficulty or disability? Are you looking for work, or wanting to 
improve your employment prospects? Do you want to make plans for 2026? Not sure where to start? Contact the Mayo 
North East Workability programme now to find out how we can assist you. Email rosemariemangan@mayonortheastldc.com 
or call Siobhán on 087-499 6605 for more information. Labhair linn i módh ruin. All confidential. 
 
Home Sharers Required: Would you be interested in sharing your home and supporting an individual with a disability for a 
few hours per week or month, or more regular? Western Care is looking for single people, couples or families to provide 
respite breaks for children and adults across County Mayo in your own home. If you are interested or want more 
information, please contact Ruth Kneafsey, Home Share Co-Ordinator, at 094-9029148. 
 
Foster Carers Urgently Needed: Freephone 1800 226 771, Email tusla.fostering@tusla.ie. Find out more at fostering.ie. 
 
Scoil Muire agus Padraig, Swinford, Class of 1995 School Reunion will take place on Saturday, 27

th
 December at 8.00pm in 

Mellett's Emporium, Swinford. Contact Joanne at 087-2053438 for further details. 
 
For Young Women (18-40yrs) who are discerning a Vocation to Religious/Consecrated Life, monthly meetings are held in 
Charleville Retreat Centre, Cork. The day includes prayer, talks, Mass, Adoration and a chance to meet and chat with religious 
sisters of different communities. If you are interested in attending please email womendiscern@corkandross.org. 
 
Pre-Marriage Courses by Accord in Sligo, Castlebar, Galway, Oranmore, Ballinasloe and online. Check for availability, by 
county, on www.accord.ie. 
 
Preparing for Marriage? Weekend residential courses available, 6

th
 to 8

th
 March 2026 and 13

th
 to 15

th
 November 2026. 

Details at www.grasta.org or email info@grasta.org. 
 
Married Couples Course: Weekend residential courses available on 7

th
 and 8

th
 March 2026 and 14

th
 and 15

th
 November 

2026. Details at www.grasta.org or email info@grasta.org. 
 
Balla Bingo Every Sunday Night: “Eyes down at 8pm”. Play online or in hall. Get books here: https://shorturl.at/4GBMM. 
 
Line Dancing in Balla Community Centre every Tuesday morning at 11am. Contact Christopher on 086- 8474744. 
 
Social Dancing in Parke Community Hall continues on Thursdays at 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome for a great night of dancing 
with Gerry. Partners not required. 
 
Dementia Support Workers Sought: Looking for meaningful, flexible work? We’re seeking compassionate, honest, reliable 
people to support individuals living with dementia in their own homes in Co. Mayo. You will offer companionship and social 
connection, assist with daily living activities, support meaningful activities and give primary carers a well-deserved break. 
Flexible hours to work around your schedule. Make a real difference, one visit at a time. Essentials: QQI Level 5 modules in 
Care Skills & Care of the Older Person. Desirable: Previous experience in caring / QQI Level 5 in Health Care. Interested? Get 
in touch today! Call 094-9364900 or email careers@westernalzheimers.ie. 
 
Become a Family Support Worker/PA for Children with a Disability: Enable Ireland Mayo Services require Family support 
workers/PAs in all areas of County Mayo to work with children with a disability. Our staff usually works one-to-one with a 
child within their home but also within their community or at centres throughout Mayo. Hours required are usually 
afternoon/evenings and Saturdays. Training is also provided. If you are interested please email shehir@enableireland.ie for 
further information.  This is a very rewarding role and our Staff are very positive about their experience. 
 

 

 
 
 
Gambling Support: Free support service for problem gamblers and their families is open to anyone in need. Contact Bernie 
Heneghan, Psychotherapist, by email at gawarenesstacufrc@gmail.com or call 087-7005811. 
 
Gianna Care provides help to anyone experiencing an unexpected pregnancy, or who needs help following an abortion. Their 
trained client advocates, counsellors, nurses and doctors are there to help. See giannacare.ie. 
 
Mayo Cancer Support provides FREE support services to those affected by cancer. Call (094) 9038407. 
 
North West STOP offers a free counselling service with no waiting lists. Call or text 086-7772009 to arrange an appointment. 
 
Mindspace Mayo: Mindspace Mayo offers a free support service to young people (12-25yrs) in Co. Mayo, presenting with 
anything from common concerns (e.g. dealing with break-up, exam stress, bullying) to emerging mental health difficulties like 
mild depression and anxiety. Mindspace is located in Market Square, Castlebar and anyone can make a referral. Visit 
www.mindspacemayo.ie or call 094-9067001. 
 

Hospital & Home Visits/Family Deaths: If you wish the priest to visit relations or friends in hospital or 
at home or to put a notice of family deaths outside the parish in the weekly newsletter – please make contact 
by phone or email. 
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