
 

 
 

29
th

/ 30
th

: 
Bohola: 

€875. 
Straide: 

€299. 
 

Thanks for all your 
      contributions. 

 
       

      Straide/Bohola/Shraheens Newsletter
Stephen O’Mahony PP/Adm – 094-9384115/086-8226405 – boholaparish@gmail.com  (email for newsletter)                      
ppppppNewsletter available on www.straideparish.com and Straide Parish Facebook page 

                        Second Sunday of Advent – 7th December 2025 
 

The Week Ahead 
Sunday, December 6

th
. 7.00pm  Bohola Julia Mulderrig, Altbawn (3

rd
 Anniversary), her husband Michael, 

and deceased of Mulderrig & Conlon families. 

Mary & Martin Lyons, Lismirrane, their sons, John, Joe & William   
& his wife Kathleen, and great-grandson Stephen Brennan. 

First Communion Grow in Love. 

Sunday, December 7
th

. 9.30am  Shraheens  

11.00am  Straide 

 

For all the People. 

Nora McHale, Oughtoose, & dec’d of Hannon & McHale families. 

Dominic, Bridget, Anne & Joe Corcoran and Billy & Maisie Higgins. 

Merci Molloy, Rathcoole & Tavanabeg (13
th

 Anniversary)              
and her husband Dan. 

First Communion Grow in Love. 

Monday, December 8
th

. 10.00am  Straide 

7.00pm  Bohola 

8.00pm  Straide 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

Christmas Carol Service. 

Tuesday, December 9
th

.  

7.00 - 8.00pm 

No Mass. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in Straide. 

Wednesday, December 10
th

. 10.00am 

5.00 – 9.00pm  

Private Intention.…..(Adoration follows until 12 noon) 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. (Blessed Sacrament Chapel) 

Thursday, December 11
th

. 7.00pm  Straide P.J. & Annie Ruane, Ballylahan. 

Friday, December 12
th

. 7.00pm Madeline Horan, Carroward. (Month’s Mind) 

Saturday, December 13
th

. 12 noon  Straide 

 

7.00pm  Bohola 

Fr. John Smyth and his sister, Teresa , Sr Mary of the Sacred Heart. 
(3

rd
 & 42

nd
 Anniversaries respectively). 

For all the People. 

Sunday, December 14
th

. 9.30am  Shraheens  

 

11.00am  Straide 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Michael & Catherine Brennan, Boleyard,                                          
their son-in-law Jimmy Mullaney & grandson Kieran. 

Molly & Tommy Walsh, Islandeady, and their son Séan, Tralee. 

Kathleen Hughes, Knocknafall. 

All Masses in Straide (www.churchtv.ie/straide/) and Bohola (www.churchtv.ie/bohola/) are live-streamed. 

Shraheens Mass will be live-streamed on the Bohola Post Facebook Page when requested. (Marked by * above) 

All Bohola Masses will be broadcast on the 105.5 FM Radio channel. 
 

Recent Death: Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of Kathleen Mullagh, Oxford, England, who died this week. She was 
the wife of the late Mick Mullagh, Blanemore, Straide. May she rest in peace. 
 

Baptism: On Saturday November 22
nd

 in Bohola, we were delighted to welcome Sam Alan Byrne, Carrowkeel, into the family of 
God. Congratulations to his parents, Tom and Gillian, his godparents, and the wider family circle. May God bless them in the 
years ahead. 
 

Carol Service in Straide: Join us at Straide Church on Monday, 8
th

 December for a one-hour Carol Singing by Candlelight with our 
Parish Choir, the Castlebar Brass Band, pupils from Straide NS and local artists. Admission is free, and mince pies and mulled 
wine will be served at 7.30 before the concert at 8pm. All are welcome! 
 

Bohola NS Carol Service: Bohola NS will host a Carol Service on Tuesday, 16
th

 December at 7pm. A donation box will be at the 
door in aid of Bohola NS. All are welcome to attend this very special event. 
 

Fr Peyton Centre: Guided Prayer Afternoon is on Thursday, December 11
th

 from 2pm to 4.30pm. The afternoon will include 
rosary, meditation, silent time and Mass. For enquiries and booking, contact Fina at 096-45374 / 087-6816821. 
 

New Pilgrim Path Website of the Week, Sunday, December 7
th

: The Second Sunday of Advent …. As we enter the second week of 
Advent, New Pilgrim Path continues to add to our Advent resources with more online retreats, reflections, poetry, music and 
websites dedicated to this great liturgical season. Visit: www.newpilgrimpath.ie. 
 

 

 

Bambinelli Sunday, December 14
th

: For the past several decades, children (and adults) bring their 
Baby Jesus figures from the crib at their homes to St. Peter’s Square where the Pope blesses both the 
people and the figurines during the Angelus. Next weekend we celebrate “Bambinelli Sunday” at all 
Masses. A suggestion is, following the blessing, take your “bambinelli” home and place it in a gift 
box, wrap it, and save it for Christmas. Let this be the first gift your family opens at Christmas, when 
together you place your Baby Jesus figure in the crib, and have a home blessing of the Nativity for 
your whole family. 

 

SVP Annual Appeal (Bohola): The St Vincent de Paul annual church-gate collection takes place next 
weekend in Bohola. Your support stays local, helping families in need this Christmas. Thank you for 
giving what you can. 
 

Michael Davitt Museum Christmas Concert featuring Louisburgh Voices and Students from Louisburgh Music School takes 
place in the Museum on Wednesday, 10

th
 December at 7pm. Admission is free and all are very welcome. Any donations in aid 

of the museum kindly accepted. 
 

Rise & Shine Fundraiser: A Fundraiser will take place in McDonagh's pub on Saturday 20
th

 December in aid of Rise & Shine 
(formerly Irish Pilgrimage Trust) to provide supported pilgrimage holidays for guests with additional needs and respite for 
their families. Kenneth Moran is undertaking a cycle in aid of same from Chartres to Lourdes (789Km). Raffle /music /food 
and craic on the night. Your support will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Victim Assistance: Don’t miss your final chance to enter our fundraising draw for a Nissan Qashqai Hybrid. Draw takes place 
on Saturday 20

th
 December in Cill Aodain Court Hotel, Kiltimagh. Tickets costing €20 are available from usual outlets and 

online at victimassistance.ie or call 1800 277477. All monies raised go towards supporting victims of crime and trauma. A 
ticket will make an ideal Christmas gift while also helping those in need of support in our community. Thank you. 
 

Castlebar Concert Band presents Holly Jolly Harmonies with special guest Emily Tunney, Soprano, St.Geralds DLS College, on 
Thursday, December 11

th
 at 8pm in The Church of the Holy Rosary. Admission is free. Donations at the door towards 

Castlebar Concert Band. 
 

Christmas Fair: Castlebar Rural Training Centre (Humbert Way, F23 C967) will host a Christmas Fair on Thursday 11
th

 
December from 10am to 12 noon with a display of crafts, wreaths, cakes and arrangements. All are welcome, refreshments 
served. For more details, call 094-9042127. 
 

Castlebar Christmas Jumper Run: Join us on December 14
th

 at 12 noon, starting and finishing at Lough Lannagh Holiday 
Village. Wear your festive jumper and help raise vital funds for Focus Ireland and SVP. Register at 
idonate.ie/christmasjumperrun2025 and enjoy hot chocolate after the run! 
 

Family Carers Ireland - National Charity supporting 500,000+ Family Carers Nationwide is recruiting Community Homecare 
Workers to provide support to clients. Flexible work hours are based on availability. Essential Requirements: Qualifications – 
QQI Care of the Older Person and Care Skills Modules completed, must have own car and full driving licence. Please send CV 
to jobs@familycarers.ie or contact Carol on 049-8511031 or 086-4183949 for more information.  
 

Making Plans for 2026? Do you have a medical condition, difficulty or disability? Are you looking for work, or wanting to 
improve your employment prospects? Do you want to make plans for 2026? Not sure where to start? Contact the Mayo 
North East Workability programme now to find out how we can assist you. Email rosemariemangan@mayonortheastldc.com 
or call Siobhán on 087-499 6605 for more information. Labhair linn i módh ruin. All confidential. 
 

Moy Davitts 50/50 Draw: Congratulations to Sharon Murphy who won a jackpot of €520 in the Moy Davitts 50/50 draw last 
Saturday. Thanks to everyone who supported the draw, it is greatly appreciated. Tickets are available in the usual retail 
outlets and by playing on the club app (Moy Davitts GAA). 
 

Anam Cara Mayo, the organisation that supports bereaved parents will hold its monthly Parent Support Evening on Tuesday 
16

th
 December at 7.30pm in the TF Royal Hotel, Castlebar. This event is free and open to all bereaved parents regardless of 

the age your child died, the circumstances of their death, or whether their death was recent or not. You do not need to 
register in advance. We also offer an online support group meeting. For more call 01-4045378 or email info@anamcara.ie. 
For more information, visit www.anamcara.ie. 
Online Bereavement Information Evening, takes place on Monday, 8

th
 December at 7pm. Details are in last week’s newsletter 

or in this week’s extended online newsletter. 
 

Have Your Say about Your Catholic School: Parents are encouraged to respond to The Department of Education Primary 
School Survey before 16

th
 December: https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/primary-school-survey/. 

 

Home Sharers Required: Would you be interested in sharing your home and supporting an individual with a disability for a 
few hours per week or month, or more regular? Western Care is looking for single people, couples or families to provide 
respite breaks for children and adults across County Mayo in your own home. If you are interested or want more 
information, please contact Ruth Kneafsey, Home Share Co-Ordinator, at 094-9029148. 
 

Family Carers Ireland Christmas Raffle: You could win €1,000 cash, €500 select hotels voucher or a hotel voucher. Please 
support family carers in your community by purchasing a ticket at www.familycarers.ie/christmas. Thank you! 
 

Foster Carers Urgently Needed: Freephone 1800 226 771, Email tusla.fostering@tusla.ie. Find out more at fostering.ie. 
 

Much more in the online Extended Newsletter at www.straideparish.com 
 

Advent is when “Are we there yet?” becomes a prayer! 

mailto:boholaparish@gmail.com
http://www.churchtv.ie/straide/)%20and
file:///C:/Users/Admin/Downloads/www.churchtv.ie/bohola/
http://www.newpilgrimpath.ie/
mailto:info@anamcara.ie
http://www.anamcara.ie/


 

Extended Online Newsletter 

 
Anam Cara, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, extends a special welcome to its upcoming online 
Bereavement Information Evening, in light of the joys and difficulties this time of year brings to grieving parents. This event is 
especially designed for those who may not have accessed supports around their grief before, but all are welcome. This event 
will take place online on Monday, 8

th
 December at 7pm. Guest speaker for the evening will be David Trickey, a leading 

Consultant Clinical Psychologist who, has specialised in working with traumatised children, young people and their families 
since 2000. For more information, call 01-4045378, email info@anamcara.ie or visit www.anamcara.ie. 
 
Have Your Say about Your Catholic School: For Attention of Parents of children attending Primary Schools or have yet to 
start: The Department of Education is currently conducting a Primary School Survey that will determine the future provision 
of Primary Schools and crucially could lead to lasting changes in your school.  In simple, direct terms, you are being asked if 
you want your school to stay a Catholic school or if you want that to change. Don’t leave it to others, have your say before 
16

th
 December. See - https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/campaigns/primary-school-survey/. 

 
Scoil Muire agus Padraig, Swinford, Class of 1995 School Reunion will take place on Saturday, 27

th
 December at 8.00pm in 

Mellett's Emporium, Swinford. Contact Joanne at 087-2053438 for further details. 
 
Upcoming Events at the Dominican Retreat Centre, Advent Retreat: Thursday 11

th
 to Sunday 14

th
 December. Taize Prayer 

Around the Cross: (Ages 18-35) First Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. For more information, phone 01-4048189 or email 
dominicanretreats@gmail.com. 
 
For Young Women (18-40yrs) who are discerning a Vocation to Religious/Consecrated Life, monthly meetings are held in 
Charleville Retreat Centre, Cork. The day includes prayer, talks, Mass, Adoration and a chance to meet and chat with religious 
sisters of different communities. If you are interested in attending please email womendiscern@corkandross.org. 
 
Pre-Marriage Courses by Accord in Sligo, Castlebar, Galway, Oranmore, Ballinasloe and online. Check for availability, by 
county, on www.accord.ie. 
 
Preparing for Marriage? Weekend residential courses available, 6

th
 to 8

th
 March 2026 and 13

th
 to 15

th
 November 2026. 

Details at www.grasta.org or email info@grasta.org. 
 
Married Couples Course: Weekend residential courses available on 7

th
 and 8

th
 March 2026 and 14

th
 and 15

th
 November 

2026. Details at www.grasta.org or email info@grasta.org. 
 
Balla Bingo Every Sunday Night: “Eyes down at 8pm”. Play online or in hall. Get books here: https://shorturl.at/4GBMM. 
 
Line Dancing in Balla Community Centre every Tuesday morning at 11am. Contact Christopher on 086- 8474744. 
 
Social Dancing in Parke Community Hall continues on Thursdays at 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome for a great night of dancing 
with Gerry. Partners not required. 
 
Dementia Support Workers Sought: Looking for meaningful, flexible work? We’re seeking compassionate, honest, reliable 
people to support individuals living with dementia in their own homes in Co. Mayo. You will offer companionship and social 
connection, assist with daily living activities, support meaningful activities and give primary carers a well-deserved break. 
Flexible hours to work around your schedule. Make a real difference, one visit at a time. Essentials: QQI Level 5 modules in 
Care Skills & Care of the Older Person. Desirable: Previous experience in caring / QQI Level 5 in Health Care. Interested? Get 
in touch today! Call 094-9364900 or email careers@westernalzheimers.ie. 
 
Become a Family Support Worker/PA for Children with a Disability: Enable Ireland Mayo Services require Family support 
workers/PAs in all areas of County Mayo to work with children with a disability. Our staff usually works one-to-one with a 
child within their home but also within their community or at centres throughout Mayo. Hours required are usually 
afternoon/evenings and Saturdays. Training is also provided. If you are interested please email shehir@enableireland.ie for 
further information.  This is a very rewarding role and our Staff are very positive about their experience. 
 

 
 

 
 
Gambling Support: Free support service for problem gamblers and their families is open to anyone in need. Contact Bernie 
Heneghan, Psychotherapist, by email at gawarenesstacufrc@gmail.com or call 087-7005811. 
 
Gianna Care provides help to anyone experiencing an unexpected pregnancy, or who needs help following an abortion. Their 
trained client advocates, counsellors, nurses and doctors are there to help. See giannacare.ie. 
 
Mayo Cancer Support provides FREE support services to those affected by cancer. Call (094) 9038407. 
 
North West STOP offers a free counselling service with no waiting lists. Call or text 086-7772009 to arrange an appointment. 
 
Mindspace Mayo: Mindspace Mayo offers a free support service to young people (12-25yrs) in Co. Mayo, presenting with 
anything from common concerns (e.g. dealing with break-up, exam stress, bullying) to emerging mental health difficulties like 
mild depression and anxiety. Mindspace is located in Market Square, Castlebar and anyone can make a referral. Visit 
www.mindspacemayo.ie or call 094-9067001. 
 

Hospital & Home Visits/Family Deaths: If you wish the priest to visit relations or friends in hospital or 
at home or to put a notice of family deaths outside the parish in the weekly newsletter – please make contact 
by phone or email. 
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