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                                 Palm (Passion) Sunday – 29th March 2026 

The Week Ahead 
Saturday, March 28

th
. 7.00pm  Straide 

 

Michael Halligan Jnr., Straide & Castlebar. (11
th

 Anniv & B’day Rem) 

First Communion Grow in Love. 

Sunday, March 29
th

. 9.30am  Shraheens 

11.00am  Bohola 

 

6.00 – 7.00pm 

Private Intention. 

For all the People. 

First Communion Grow in Love. 

“The Light is on for You”. Confessions in Bohola & Straide. 

Monday, March 30
th

. 10.00am  Straide 

7.00pm 

Private Intention. 

Chrism Mass in St Nathy’s Cathedral, Ballaghaderreen. 

Tuesday, March 31
st

. 7.00am 

7.00 – 8.00pm 

Private Intention. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in Straide. 

Wednesday, April 1
st

. 10.00am 

5.00 – 9.00pm 

John & Bridget Byrne, Rathruane..(Adoration follows until 12 noon) 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. (Blessed Sacrament Chapel) 

Thursday, April 2
nd

. 8.00pm  Bohola Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 

Friday, April 3
rd

. 3.00pm  Straide 

7.00pm  Straide 

8.00pm  Bohola 

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion. 

Stations of the Cross. 

Stations of the Cross. 

Saturday, April 4
th

. 9.00pm  Straide The Easter Vigil. 

Sunday, April 5
th

. 7.00am  Shraheens 
 

11.00am  Bohola 

Mary & Johnny McNicholas, Ara, & deceased family.                  
(Dawn Mass of the Resurrection) 

Easter Mass of the Resurrection. 

All Masses in Straide (www.churchtv.ie/straide/) and Bohola (www.churchtv.ie/bohola/) are live-streamed. 

Shraheens Mass will be live-streamed on the Bohola Post Facebook Page when requested. (Marked by * above) 

All Bohola Masses will be broadcast on the 105.5 FM Radio channel. 
 

Baptism: On Sunday last, March 22
nd

 in Straide, we were delighted to welcome Tom Michael O’Donnell, Oakwood, Bohola, into 
God’s family. Congratulations to his parents, Alice and Kieran, his godparents and wider family circle and we wish them every 
blessing for the future. 
 

Mass Time Change: Clocks go forward one hour this weekend, so please remember that the Saturday evening Vigil Mass goes 
back to 8.00pm from Saturday, April 11

th
 for the summer months. 

 

Lent/Easter Confessions: “The Light is on for You” in Bohola and Straide churches this Sunday, March 29
th

 from 6.00pm to 
7.00pm where a visiting priest will hear individual confessions. You are encouraged to avail of this opportunity to prepare for 
Easter in the best possible way. 
 

The Chrism Mass takes place on Monday, 30
th

 March at 7.00pm in the Cathedral, Ballaghaderreen. The Chrism Mass is a special 
gathering of the "Diocesan family". At this Mass, the Bishop blesses the oils that will be used at every baptism, confirmation, 
ordination and anointing of the sick in the diocese over the next year. Priests also renew their commitment to service. All 
parishioners are invited to attend and are also welcome to light refreshments in St Nathy’s College afterwards. 
 

Mission Awareness Programme (The Spiritans): The Holy Ghost Missionaries have written to express their thanks to all 
parishioners for the warm welcome you extended to Fr. Amandus Kapele last weekend and they are most grateful for the 
donation of €288.70 in support of their missionary work. Further envelope donations have come in since then and envelopes are 
still available in the churches if you wish to donate. They can be left in to either parochial house during the week or returned 
with the offertory collection next weekend. 
 

Trócaire Lenten Campaign 2026: Lent is a time when we have the opportunity to recommit our support to our brothers and 
sisters around the world through the Trócaire Lenten Appeal. Please return your Trócaire Box in the next two weeks and it would 
be greatly appreciated if you could convert coins into notes. 
 

Guided Prayer Afternoon takes place in the Fr Peyton Centre on Thursday, April 9
th

 from 2pm to 4.30pm. The afternoon will 
include: rosary, meditation, silent time and Mass. For information, contact Fina on 096-45374 or 087-681 6821. 
 

 

Holy Week Ceremonies: These are the most important church ceremonies of the year, especially the 
Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night – without Easter there would be no Christmas or no Christian 
faith. You are encouraged to make every effort to attend each part of the Easter Triduum on Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday night to celebrate what is at the core of our faith. 
  

Ministers of Holy Communion in Bohola and Straide are asked to renew their commitment for the 
coming year at the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday at 8.00pm in Bohola. We 
are most grateful for their valuable service in this ministry throughout the year. 
 

Holy Places Collection will be taken up on Good Friday to support our Christian sisters and brothers 
in the Holy Land. They are the guardians of the Holy Places where Jesus walked amongst us, bringing 
the Good News that has so powerfully supported us, his followers all over the world, down through 
the ages. This Collection invites us to care, as God cares for all humankind. Thank You. 

 

Sincere Thanks to all who gave of their time generously on last Thursday evening in Straide to clean and prepare the church 
for Holy Week and Easter. 
 

Bohola Pastoral Council met last Monday evening. 1. Shraheens Mass on Easter Sunday fixed for 7.00am. 2. Arrangements 
for Holy Week and Easter. 3. Further discussion on Mission Statement. 4. Hoped to have tea/coffee evening after Mass on 
April 18

th
 but volunteers needed to organise. 5. Invitation to Chrism Mass from Bishop Kevin. 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church - Adult Studies Annual Pilgrimage to Knock: "The Church as the People of God, a priestly, 
prophetic and royal people" on Saturday 18

th
 April. Full details on church noticeboards or see www.catechism.ie for more.  

 

Apostolate of Eucharistic Adoration Annual Pilgrimage to Knock takes place on the evening of Saturday 18
th

 and on Sunday 
19

th
 April, including St Carlo Acutis Teenagers Retreat from 11am to 2.30pm on Sunday. Full details on church noticeboards. 

 

A Youth 2000 Day Retreat takes place on Saturday, April 25
th

 at Knock Shrine. Check out Youth2000.ie to register or contact 
connaught@youth2000.ie for more information. 
 

Pro Life Campaign Thanks all who contributed to their recent church gate collection in Bohola and Shraheens. A total of €250 
was raised. This will go directly towards promoting a culture that respects and protects human life from conception to 
natural death. Our vision is a society where every life is cherished and protected, where individuals are empowered to make 
life-affirming choices, and where compassion and support are extended to those facing difficult circumstances. 
We are committed to supporting pregnant women and mothers in need, to giving a voice to the pro-life cause in the media 
and to fight for legal protection for the unborn. We raise awareness about pressing threats to human life. For example, our 
government continues to spend millions on abortion provision, all without adequately supporting positive alternatives. We 
depend on donations like yours and we are very grateful to all volunteers who help us. 
 

Straide Community Development Group invites residents of the Straide community to attend an Urgent Meeting in the 
Straide Davitt Community Hall on Wednesday 8

th
 April at 8pm. This meeting is to address the future of the Straide Davitt 

Community Hall and issues related to it. All are welcome and your attendance will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Darkness Into Light-Kiltimagh Launch & Registration Evening: Everyone is cordially Invited to the Darkness Into Light 
Kiltimagh Launch & Registration Night on Thursday April 2

nd
. Registration takes place from 8pm with the Official Launch and 

guest speakers for Suicide Prevention & Awareness at 9.30pm. All takes place in Tommy Ryan’s Bar, Main Street, Kiltimagh. 
Music and light refreshments will be provided on the night. The walk will take place on Saturday, May 9

th
 in aid of Pieta 

House, Suicide Prevention and Awareness. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt: Durkan Bohola Community Park are hosting an Easter egg hunt on Saturday, 4
th

 April at Bohola National 
School. €6 per child, multiples €5. Under 2's free. Registration is essential as places are limited - see link on Community parks 
social media. Proceeds are in aid of Bohola National School. 
 

Foxtrot 2026! Foxtrot is back on Sunday, 19
th

 April at 1pm from the Foxford Leisure Centre. This year is a 5km fun run for all 
the family! Prizes and raffle on the day! This is an opportunity to raise funds for Brenda Walsh Grealis as well as for the local 
community. Brenda, originally from Callow, was recently diagnosed with PERM Stiff Person Syndrome (SPS). This is an 
extremely rare, severe neurological disease that causes extreme muscle rigidity, painful spasms, and progressive loss of 
mobility. We are coming together with Foxtrot in an effort to raise much needed funds to assist Brenda and her family with 
this life-changing condition. Any enquiries, please contact Ann on 086-8302975 or Helen on 085-8282000. 
 

Bohola NS Parents Association are holding a Ladies night in the Village Inn on Friday 10
th

 April. Enjoy music by Michael 
Bourke, cocktails, raffle, spot prizes and fun games throughout the evening. Come along for a wonderful night celebrating 
women. All are welcome. 
 

Moy Davitts 50/50 Draw: Congratulations to Helen Clarke who won a jackpot of €512 in the Moy Davitts 50/50 draw last 
Saturday. Thanks to everyone who supported the draw, it is greatly appreciated. Tickets are available in the usual retail 
outlets and by playing on the club app (Moy Davitts GAA). 
 

Moy Davitts Gear Swap: If you have any sports items that you'd like to donate to the Gear Swap on Easter Monday in Bohola 
Community Centre, please contact Mike Kelly on 087-1967360. Please ensure gear donated is in a clean and usable condition.  

 

See more in the online Extended Newsletter at www.straideparish.com 
 

  

Only Jesus could build a bridge to Heaven with just two pieces of wood. 
 

 

mailto:boholaparish@gmail.com
http://www.churchtv.ie/straide/)%20and
file:///C:/Users/Admin/Downloads/www.churchtv.ie/bohola/
http://www.straideparish.com/


 

Extended Online Newsletter 

 

A Youth 2000 Day Retreat takes place on Saturday, April 25
th

 at Knock Shrine. Youth 2000 provides an opportunity for young 
people (16-35) to develop their relationship with God, learn more about the Catholic faith and meet other young people through 
a structured retreat programme of talks, testimonies and workshops. Donation only. Check out Youth2000.ie to register or 
contact connaught@youth2000.ie for more information. 
 
Accord Ballaghadereen Offers a Confidential Counselling Service where couples can explore family relationships. Accord 
counsellors can help if relationships are under stress. For online counselling, please visit www.accord.ie. Alternatively, to book a 
face to face counselling session, please call Accord Ballaghadereen on 087-9972503. 
 
Spring-Clean in Bohola: Durkan Community Park is taking part in An Taisce's national spring-clean anti-litter campaign. Meet at 
Sheridan Community Centre on Saturday, April 25

th
 at 2pm. All volunteers are welcome to litter pick throughout the village or 

tidy up your own road or townland. Bring bags to central location for disposal. Contact 086-3620928 for further information. 
 
Need to Advertise Your Community Event for FREE? Send a jpeg/png file and a brief description of your event to 
mayoppn@mayococo.ie and the Mayo PPN will share it with our 1,300 plus Community Groups. 
 
Kiltimagh Rural Social Scheme Vacancies: Are you interested in helping your community while earning extra money? We are 
seeking people for Caretaking, Maintenance, and Social Care positions in the Kiltimagh/Bohola/Midfield areas. 19.5 Hours per 
week based on a farmer-friendly schedule. NEW ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA APPLIES making it more accessible to join our team. Please 
contact Caroline if you have any questions on 087-2107385. 
 
The North Mayo Heritage Centre has been helping people research their family history for over 40 years. The service has helped 
thousands of local people to learn more about their ancestors. You will be very welcome to contact us with your enquiries. 
Phone 096-31809 or email northmayo@gmail.com. 
 
ALONE Seeking Volunteers: Would you be willing to provide companionship to an older person locally? ALONE are seeking 
Visitation Support & Befriending Volunteers and Telephone Support & Befriending Volunteers in your area. Full training and 
support provided. If interested, please apply via the ALONE website at www.alone.ie or for further information please contact us 
on volunteer@alone.ie or call 0818-222024. 
If you are over 60 and would like to know more about the services ALONE can offer you, please call 0818-222024. 
 
Strengthen Your Skills for Gaining Employment. Join our Computer & Office Skills course, QQI Level 4/5 at National Learning 
Network, Breaffy Road, Castlebar. If you or someone you know has an additional support need and are registered with the 
Department of Social Protection, you are entitled to free upskilling. Contact: Centre Manager, Mary Hanlon (087-3611096) or 
email Castlebar@nln.ie.  
 
Workability is Here to Help: Workability is a community-based service dedicated to supporting people with disabilities, injuries, 
or long-term health conditions to access and maintain employment. With personalised guidance and one-to-one support, the 
team works closely with each participant to match their skills, interests, and goals with real job opportunities. The Workability 
team understands that everyone’s journey is different. Our supportive and confidential approach ensures you are encouraged 
every step of the way — building confidence, developing skills, and opening doors to sustainable employment. Take the next 
step toward your future and find out more by contacting us today! Email rosemariemangan@mayonortheastldc.com or call 
Siobhán 087-4996605. Labhair linn i módh ruin. All confidential. 
 
Balla Bingo Every Sunday Night! Join us online or in the hall at 8pm. Get your bingo books online www.balla.ie. 
 
Balla Line-Dancing Classes are on Saturday Evenings from 7pm  to 8pm. Contact Balla CRD 094-9365846 or 087-1850860. 
 
Nia Dance Class continues on Mondays at 10am in Swinford Cultural Centre. Classes are barefoot to music, gentle on joints and 
great for fitness and well-being. Contact Siobhan at 089-4182740. 
 
Ward Agricultural Consultants and Forestry Service Ltd invites expressions of interest for the new forestry knowledge-transfer 
discussion groups, Focus Area B: Forest Management Plans and Forest Certification. Participants can earn up to €560 by learning 
how to manage their forests. This course will also help you prepare a forestry management plan and apply for the Forestry 
Certification Grant of €1,200. Call, text, or WhatsApp your name and forestry number to 087-9193371. If you have any questions, 
please call the same number. We are also available to assist with your BISS 2026 application. 
 
Gambling Support: Free support service for problem gamblers and their families is open to anyone in need. Contact Bernie 
Heneghan, Psychotherapist, by email at gawarenesstacufrc@gmail.com or call 087-7005811. 
 
Mayo Cancer Support provides FREE support services to those affected by cancer. Call (094) 9038407. 
 
 

 
 
Gianna Care provides help to anyone experiencing an unexpected pregnancy, or who needs help following an abortion. Their 
trained client advocates, counsellors, nurses and doctors are there to help. See giannacare.ie. 
 
North West STOP offers a free counselling service with no waiting lists. Call or text 086-7772009 to arrange an appointment. 
 
Mindspace Mayo: Mindspace Mayo offers a free support service to young people (12-25yrs) in Co. Mayo, presenting with 
anything from common concerns (e.g. dealing with break-up, exam stress, bullying) to emerging mental health difficulties like 
mild depression and anxiety. Mindspace is located in Market Square, Castlebar and anyone can make a referral. Visit 
www.mindspacemayo.ie or call 094-9067001. 

 
Radio Maria Ireland: Thank God and sincere thanks also to our many listeners and supporters as Radio Maria Ireland continues 
to grow. As an Irish-run Catholic Talk-Radio Station we enjoy commercial free broadcasting - Prayer, Catechesis, uplifting music, 
Talks, Interviews and Testimonies. Do join our growing faith family! Here’s how you can listen: 1. Via Digital TV - Saorview 
Channel 210. 2. Download our FREE App “RADIO MARIA IRELAND”. 3. Streaming on our WEBSITE - www.radiomaria.ie. 4. Via our 
‘Listen Live Radio’ link on our Facebook Page. 5. Via PHONE – get live radio feed by calling 01-4373277 (no extra charges apply). 
Why not drop a line to our Spiritual Director, Fr Des Farren by text on 089-4672000, by phone on 01-4123456, or come and pay 
us a visit at Radio Maria Ireland, St. Anthony’s Business Park, Ballymount Road, Dublin 22. D22 R7W2. 

 

Hospital & Home Visits/Family Deaths: If you wish the priest to visit relations or friends in hospital or 
at home or to put a notice of family deaths outside the parish in the weekly newsletter – please make contact 
by phone or email. 

 

 
 

 

A Prayer for Good Friday 
Lord, this is the hour of your abandonment. I watch as you are betrayed and handed over to 
be disowned, falsely accused, interrogated, tortured, unjustly sentenced. 
 

Again, you are disrobed, ready to serve. In memory of this, the altars of the world are now 
stripped bare, and tabernacles left open and empty. 
 

Before the Cross I feel torn. I would run from it, but love keeps me close. I lift my eyes to meet 
your gaze. How hard it is to bear the sufferings of others, especially those we love. To love is 
to suffer. To be vulnerable is to be wounded. 
 

Between your gasps for breath, I hope you can catch the residue of Mary’s perfume, the scent 
of which rises from your feet and lingers in the air. 
 

Lord, you hang shoulder to shoulder with the victim of every oppressive regime, false policy 
and inhuman ideology. Whose sufferings are you asking me to bear? Help me to be faithful, to 
persevere, to trust, to suffer, to love. Amen. 
                                                                                                    cafod.org.uk 
 

 

 
 
 

Straide Church Rotas for April 
 

First Reading:  Tracey Barrett. 

Second Reading:  Claire Doherty. 

Prayers of the Faithful:  Servers. 

Minister of Communion:  Margaret Butler. 

Offertory Collectors:  Michael McNicholas & Declan Hynes. 

Opening/Closing Church:  Nora & Michael McNicholas. 
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